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Center Armrest- 
Glove Compartment 


This beautifully upholstered center arm- 
rest provides support for driver and pas- 
senger. Instantly mounted in place, or 
detached, it is finished in a dull black to 
harmonize with all interiors. The hinged 
top opens to reveal a spacious, fabric 
lined glove compartment. A chromium 
plated positive closing ash receiver is 
mounted within easy reach on the front 
of the unit. Made solely for use on the 


mGemodeltIMG i ee eee $21.50 


Arno-Lite Driving Lamp 
For MG 


A driving lamp by ARNO-LITE for the 
MG TD roadster. This unit is available 
as a flood, or spot light, and is designed 
for a low position, central badge bar 
mounting. With full horizontal adjust- 
ment, so necessary for accurate position- 
ing in all driving conditions, the function 
of this superb instrument is surpassed 
only by the appearance of its graceful 
shape and gleaming chrome finish. 


MG TD Badge Bar 


Designed as a companion piece to the 
new ARNO-LITE driving lamp, this 
badge bar's simplicity of design is in 
the best European tradition. It is mount- 
ed between the dumb irons on the front 
of the MG TD, and provides a stur 
mounting place for badges 
and other accessories. F 


polished 


Dunlop Tires and Tubes 


Great Britain's finest tire is now avail- 
able in the Midwestern area through the 
facilities of S. H. Arnolt, Inc. Equip your 
English car with the distinctive tires built 
especially for it, and made by the com- 
pany whose tires were installed on the 
record run of the world's fastest automo- 
bile. Available in all styles and sizes. 


MG Assist Grips 


The only assist grip curved to fit the 
dashboard! This grab handle fits on 
either side of a TC or TD MG facia 
panel. It is curved to conform with the 
shape of the cowl, and solidly held in 
position by heavy duty wood screws. 
Furnished in sparkling chromium plate 
over solid brass. 


AUTOCESSORIES, LTD. 


Smith Group Sales and 
Service 


Smiths' Motor Accessories, Ltd. has 
appointed S. H. Arnolt, Inc. as the au- 
thorized parts and service depot in the 
Midwestern area. The Smith group in- 
cludes the well-known Smith's instruments; 
KLG spark plugs; Jaeger instruments; 
Radiomobile; Smiths’ Jacking Systems; 
and Petroflex oil, fuel, and air tubing. 
A complete line of parts will be main- 
tained at 415 East Erie Street, Chicago, 
where service work will also be done. 


Union Jack Decals 


A true four color reproduction of the 
British flag for mounting on the side of 
the hood, or any flat surface. For use 
on any British automobile or motorcycle, 
sot ofttwokmne oa ee ey ie eee 50c 


Send 25c for New Illustrated Catalog and Parts 
List No. RT-100 to Autocessories, Ltd., Warsaw, Ind. 


MG Sales and Service 


S. H. Arnolt, Inc. cordially invites you 
to come in and inspect the world's most 
famous sports car—the MG— in it's new- 
est form, the TD model. While at our 
establishment be sure to see our large 
service facilities and our massive and 
complete parts department. 


Polished Aluminum 
Valve Covers 


These highly polished, precision ma- 
chined valve covers lend a smart appear- 
ance to your engine. They are also a 
highly functional accessory that eliminates 
valve tappet noise and oil leaks present 
with a sheet metal cover. They are sold 
complete with the MG crest on the top 
surface, matching octagonal filler cap, 
and a set of four gaskets. Available for 


TC and TD model MGs... $19.95 


Polished Aluminum 
Inspection Plate 


A cast aluminum inspection plate 
made for TC and TD series MGs. With 
the outside surface relieved to effort- 
lessly accept the installation of a mag- 
neto, this unit is finished with a lustrous 
polish. Two high-mounted breathers, with 
the MG crest cast intergally, insure dou- 
ble the standard breathing capacity. 
With three special bolts for attaching, 
andmcorkmcasket= sesame $14.95 


Convertible Windwings- 
Aero Windscreens 


The famous accessory with a quality, 
factory-installed appearance and a dual 
purpose. As windwings they are ideal ... 
fully adjustable and non-rattli 
can be folded in flat against 
shield for use with the si 
instantly detached 
and mounted 


Special MG Heaters 


This is the first specially built 12 volt 
heater made for use in the MG. This unit 
provides a continuous and adjustable 
draft of heat that will enable top-down 
driving on a chilly day. Inconspiciously 
placed in the car, this new heater de- 
livers the ultimate in trouble free opera- 
tion. Complete with a tailored kit for 
quick and tidy installation. 


Steering Wheel 
Medallions 


A highly polished, cast aluminum steer- 
ing wheel medallion for TC model MGs. 
The outstanding MG crest is picked out 
in color that adds a certain touch of con- 
servative adornment to your car. $2.50 


Lucas Parts and Service 


Good news for all British car owners 
in the Midwestern area! S. H. Arnolt, 
Inc. is now the official retailer for the 
world famous Joseph Lucas and Co., and 
is stocking a complete line of parts, and 
offering quality service on all Lucas 
equipment, including warranty service on 
Lucas batteries. 


S. H. ARNOLT, INC. 


415 E. ERIE STREET 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


WARSAW, INDIANA 


NEW "500" & "750" N. D. 


Both the 750 cc BMW powered Nardi two- 
seater, and the 500 cc Gilera, or 1100 cc 
J.A.P. powered monoposto Formula racing cars, 
can be furnished within approximately 40 days 
time after placement of order. 


We are very pleased to announce that, due to 
the popularity of the 750 cc car, Nardi and Co. 
have produced enough cars to enable them to 
reduce the price of this model to $3,850 F.O.B. 
Los Angeles, including Federal excise and im- 
port taxes. Terms, cash with placement of order. 


We are in a position to furnish 500 cc mono- 
posto cars either with engine installed, or in 
chassis and body form. The very low price of 
this car complete with the famous four-cylinder 
Gilera engine is $2,756.15 F.O.B. Los Angeles, 
including Federal excise and import taxes. Less 
engine $2,003.96. 


Also available is the 2500 cc, 3-carburetor 


Alfa-Romeo powered, sports two-seater, com- 
plete with Rudge wire wheels, Pirelli racing 
tires. $3,183.62 F.O.B. Los Angeles, plus city 


The above Nardi-Danese 750 cc Formula com- 
petition sports car has, within the last two 
months, won every event in which it has been 


and state taxes. entered, including the Susa-Moncenisio and the 
Gran San Bernardo hill climbs described in 
Road and Track on page 25. Designer Enrique 
Nardi is standing beside his low-slung BMW 
powered competition car. 


These are truly outstanding values for those 
interested in purchasing a sports or racing car, 
and we recommend placement of orders as 
quickly as possible to ensure prompt delivery. 


J OHN EDGAR 9165 CORDELL DRIVE, LOS ANGELES 46, CALIF. 


Custom Made 
Light Weight 
Flexible Steering ae q Heasonably Rudge Whitworth Sport 
Wheels for De ff “SS. ; Priced and Racing Wheels, 
Luxe and Racing — : Hubs and Nuts. Price 
Cars. All Mahog- ¥ j 4 WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED for MG-TD $375.00 


any Rims. Prices 


from $60.00 to $100. : ff CIRCULARS 


F. T. GRISWOLD 
MANUFACTURING 


COMPANY BXS Racing Coil and 


Extra Capacity Con- 


denser. Price com- 


Weber Economy and 305 W. LANCASTER AVE. 
Sport Model High Effi- 


: WAYNE, PA. 
ciency Carburetors. 
Prices from PHONE 034! 


, See Inside Your Sport 
Scintilla S. A. Vertex a Engine with the 


Magneto for Sport and 
Racing Cars. Prices 
from $75.00 to $195.00. 


Lodge LTD Super-Sports 
Platinum Point Spark Plugs. 
Prices $2.35 - $3.00 


Motorstat Engine 
Condition Testing 
Gauge. Price . $52.50 


SEPTEMBER—OCTOBER 
SPECIALS 


Lowering blocks—all cars 
Long shackles 4” - 5” - 


AA Custom chrome curved radiator 
hose kits complete... ee lee 6.95 
(all models—Ford ‘33-’50, Merc. ‘39-’50) 


AA Custom dual manifold 
(all models Ford-Merc., w/linkage) 


Custom dual muffler sets 
(all models Ford-Mercury) 


Belond Ford & Mercury 
Exhaust system 


Belond Anti-sway bars 


E32 ant O 
Chevrolet 


AUTO ACCESSORIES CO. 


127 W. Washington, Los Angeles 15, Cal. 
6235 San Fernando Rd., Glendale, Cal. 


SHERIDAN AND BODLEY 


8515 W. PICO 
Phone CRESTVIEW 5-1557 


PRECISION REPAIRING ON 
ROLLS ROYCE, BENTLEY 


AND OTHER FOREIGN CARS 


BOB STELLING 


548-R W. Broadway Glendale, Calif. 
Phone Cltrus 3-8622 


@ Manifolds ® Gear Boxes 


e@ Headers @ Oil Breathers 
' Write for Literature 


THE PICO WHEEL COMPANY 


We service wire wheels 


We can cut your present wire wheels 
down to 16 inch or 15 inch 


1120 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
PRospect 3527 


CORRESPONDENCE 


LE MANS DU PONT AGAIN 


From the Country Life of Feb., 1930 
(“The Motor World” by Eric Hatch) 


“The Du Pont Le Mans model, with a tiny 
tonneau substituted for the racing fishtail, 
clearly should receive a laurel wreath. It 
isn’t just a streamlined job tricked up to be 
sold as something awfully fast; it is actually 
a racing car. That is, it has distinguished 
itself at Le Mans (hence the name), and is 
due to perform at Indianapolis. 

“On the instrument panel, as part of the 
clock, is a stopwatch worked by the usual 
push-button method. Many’s the time I’ve 
come within an ace of breaking my neck 
trying to see how long I’ve taken to cover 
certain miles; and then I wished I had, 
when confronted with the mathematical 
problem of trying to guess fractional seconds 
on an ordinary watch.” This same article 
gave an illustration of the car which had two 
doors on the left side. 

The next article refers to the Indianapolis 
race of 1930. 

“In this race, however, there was one 
superb sporting gesture. The Du Ponts en- 
tered a car that could be purchased in any 
of their salesrooms. It was a stock car. They 
knew they couldn’t win the race. In fact, 
the best they hoped for was to come in 
about tenth, with the credit of lapping the 
track at the speed of 100 mph. To make the 
thing still more perfect, they had back of 
the wheel a gentleman driver, Charles Moran. 

“At the 20th circuit, in spite of its admit- 
ted lack of speed, the car was only one lap 
behind the leaders. Five cars piled up, 
wrecked on the oily turn. Moran went into 
a skid, hit the wall, slithered into the 
wreckage, ricocheted, and crashed headlong 
into the lower retaining wall of the track. 
Moran, being lucky, escaped with but slight 
injuries; the car was demolished. It was the 
end of the most sportsmanlike attempts that 
American racing has seen since the old 
Vanderbilt Cup days on Long Island. 

Charles Hyman 
Dillon, South Carolina 


NEED HELP IN YOUR PIT ? 


I have a problem. I am sixteen years old 
and have a sincere desire to become a race 
car driver. I go sometimes as far as 300 
miles to see a road race. (Bridgehampton, 
Grand Prix). I don’t know anybody who 
races cars, and I would like to ask you if 
you know anybody whom you could send me 
to who would be willing to teach me to be a 
good driver. I’d do any kind of work. 


Armand D, Jacquier 
315 Grand Street 
Jersey City 4, N. J. 


CROSLEYS AT SANTA ANA ROAD RACE 


Most of the reports of the Santa Ana races 
gave a rather false impression of the per- 
formance of the Crosleys as compared with 
the M.G.s. 

The only race in which Crosleys made any 
sort of showing against M.G.s was the first 
event, which was for stock M.G.s, and 
the only Crosley then able to campare 
favorably was a very non-stock job driven 
by W. E. Palmer. Furthermore, this car was 
driven in a manner which should have either 
disqualified the driver or at least cost him 
several places. At about the 6th lap, my 
stock TD M.G. was leading the Crosley by 
about 30 yards at the end of the straight 
when entering the artificial S-bends. Upon 
leaving the S-bends I was astonished to see 
Palmer in the Crosley shoot across my bows 


out of nowhere and enter the next straight 
50 yards in front of me! Apparently Palmer 
did not shut off soon enough at the end of 
the straight and decided not to try to make 
the S-bends at all, and simply took a straight 
line from there to the next straightaway. 
Actually, Palmer should have stopped, turned 
around, and re-entered the course at the 
point where he had to leave it. This would 
probably have put him in last place—a 
result.of his having misjudged a corner. 

I had no difficulty in passing Palmer and 
regaining second place, but wish to go on 
record that Palmer and his Crosley definitely 
do not deserve the third place award. 

Roger Barlow 
Hollywood, California 


NOT JAMES MELTON’S DAIMLER 


In your July-August issue on page 19, 
you have a photo of the interior of James 
Melton’s 1950 Daimler. 


Your caption claims it was the one he 
purchased at the British Auto Show in 


New York. I have sufficient proof that that 
is not the interior of the Daimler which he 
purchased. 


Enclosed are two photograps of James 
Melton’s Daimler taken in front of the 
Claypool Hotel in Indianapolis, Ind. on 
May 27, 1950. The authenticity may be 
seen from the license plate of the auto- 
mobile “MR. JM”. These were Connecticut 
plates issued to James Melton. 

Dayton 3, Ohio John F. Hoskins 
You win—ED. 


> CARBURETORS ON LE MANS CAD ? 


Just to keep the records straight, I thought 
I would point out two errors appearing in 
the September issue. 

On page 4, in the caption for the upper 
photograph, it is stated that both Cadillacs 
at Le Mans were equipped with five car- 
buretors. The coupe was equipped with a 
dual manifold with two carburetors, similar 
to that in the Allard-Cadillac driven by 
Tommy Cole at Bridgehampton on June 10, 
and the other Allard-Cadillac driven by 
Tommy Cole at Le Mans (in fact Cole used 
the same manifold and two carburetors in 
the two races, as I personally watched him 
remove the equipment from the Bridge- 
hampton car to take with him in the plane 
to England to put on the other car). 

On page 12 the date for the 1936 Van- 
derbilt Cup Race is given as June 27. Actual- 
ly, this race took place on October 12 that 
year. The second race, altho originally 
scheduled for July 3, 1937 was postponed 
because of rain and was run on July 5, two 
days later. 

Smith Hempstone Oliver 
Associate Curator 
Section of Land Transportation 


Smithsonian Institute 
Washington, D. C. 


Tis’ an honor to be corrected by a real 
authority—ED. - 
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On our 
, return to the shop there 
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THE BATHOS SPORT 


Based on a 1938 Willys chassis of 100” 
wh, the original fender lines were retained, 
the hood and cowl lowered by chopping, 
and the turret top moved down and to 
the rear where it became the turtle back. 
Doors were welded in solid, cut down and 
rolled into the body. The engine is a modi- 
fied hop-up of the Willys block, running 
racing pistons and valves with a 34 cam. 
It is mildly ported and furnished with a 
dual Burns manifold with GM Rochesters. 
Stock ignition, a light flywheel and a head 
shaved .015 complete the job. 


Suspension was changed by flattening 
springs and reversing eyes with the addi- 
tion of stiffer direct action shocks. With 
5:50/16 tires and a stock 4.3 rear end the 
car has the following performance: 0 to 
30 mph. 5.1 seconds; 0 to 60 mph, 19.2 
seconds; 10 to 60 mph, 210 seconds in 
high; and a top of 80 mph. 


The finished car represents a cash out- 
lay of only $550.00; my time, lovingly ex- 
pended during a seven month period, was 
of course discounted. 


Chicago, Ill. Robert J. Scott 


HIGH MILEAGE CADILLACS 


... A question, if you don’t mind, about 
the Mobilgas Economy Run. 

Why did 3 Cadillac entries show very 
high on the ton-MPG (efficiency) rating 


_and also over 22 miles per gallon when 2 


Oldsmobiles showed up much lower in both 
ton-MPG and MPG. Considering that these 
5 cars most probably used the same engine 
(Rocket) and same transmission (Hydra- 
matic). 


Driver differences? No, the results are 
too closely groups, 3 high and 2 low (note 
the 3 Jeepsters for close group). Weight 
difference? Ordinarily, one would think the 
lighter car would give the greater mileage. 


Burbank, Calif. Louis Schrim [I 


Two reasons: First, Cadillac had one of 
their top engineers out here two weeks be- 
fore the run to supervise tuning and_prac- 
ticing. Second, the Cadillac with Hydra- 
matic has a 3.36 to 1 axle ratio while the 
Olds is 3.64. It is hard to see why Olds 
insists on such low rear axle ratio with the 
lighter car, when Cadillac finds 3.36 very 
satisfactory. The Cadillac engine is similar 
to Olds but considerably larger—Tech. Ed. 


—_————————————————————— 


ROAD and TRACK is published monthly by 
Enthusiasts’ Publications, Inc., 540 W. Colo- 
rado Blvd., Glendale, California. Phone CHap- 
man 5-2297. Application for reentry as second- 
class matter is pending at the post office at 
Glendale, California, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. Copyright 1950 by Enthusiasts’ Publica- 
tions, Inc. Reprinting in whole or in part for- 
bidden except by permission of the publishers. 

Subscription price—$3.50 per year thruout 
the world. Single copy 35c. 

Change of address—must show both old and 
new addresses. 

Contributions—not responsible for the return 
of unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, and/or 
drawings unless accompanied by self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 


Mailing address—Box 110, Glendale, Cal; eis. 


Ne Dida. Ctkainale Wogan 


PININ FARINA — NASH 


Nash-Kelvinator’s surprise announce- 
ment that eminent Italian stylist Pinin 
Farina has been appointed a consultant 
to Nash Motors, is indeed encouraging 
news to those tired of automobiles which 
resemble airplanes, rockets, or chrome 
gargoyles. 


Recognized for years by America’s mo- 
tor enthusiasts as a master of automo- 
tive styling, Farina may well inject into 
the present inverted bathtub Nash some- 
thing of the exquisite grace and beauty 
which are the hallmarks of his designs on 
European chassis. 


In announcing Farina’s arrival in this 
country, Nash president George W. Ma- 
son disclosed that he has been at work 
on Nash designs since last May. This 
statement can only mean that it is in- 
tended to use some of his designs in the 
not-too-distant future, perhaps on the re- 
vised version of the “n.x.i.,” which ac- 
cording to reliable reports is nearing the 
tooling stage, and is of a size which is 
particularly adaptable to Farina styling. 


Farina’s custom designs for Alfa-Ro- 
meo, Fiat Cisitalia, Bentley, Lancia, Mas- 
erati, Bristol, Hispano-Suiza, and others, 
are considered by many to be the most 
beautiful designs that the automotive 
world has seen. We hope that he will not 
be forced to modify his principles and 
standards to suit American so-called 
“taste.” Remember, Mr. Mason .. . that 
chromium plate does not make a car run 
better, and most certainly does not im- 
prove the looks of a Farina-designed 
body, so please give Mr. Farina a free 
hand in his work for your company. The 
public’s reaction to the new car will 

prove us right. 


YANKS ABROAD 


To lose confidence in one’s own abili- 
ty is, indeed, a sad state of affairs. Yet, 
that is just what seems to have hap- 
pened to Americans in the field of Inter- 
national motor sports. For over a decade 
we have stood on the sidelines as mere 
spectators, lacking the leadership and de- 
termination necessary to join the fray. 

The first move to restore confidence 
and return the American colors to the 
famous road circuits of Europe has been 
made by Briggs Cunningham and his en- 
thusiastic crew of specialists. With the 
support and co-operation of the Sports 
Car Club of America, this team won 
tenth and eleventh places with a couple 
of all-American Cadillacs. To add icing 
to this nice cake, American-engined cars 
won third and fourth places. 

The Cunningham Team will return to 
Le Mans next year with better and more 
potent equipment — how wonderful it 
would be if they were to be joined by 
other Yank teams. 

How better could you spend your vaca- 
tion than in active competition in Europe 
—say Monza or the Mille Miglia? 

Cunningham has shown that we do 
have a chance with American stock cars. 
Plans to product the Muntz Jet (ex-Kur- 
tis Kraft Sports Car) in quantities large 
enough to qualify as “production” will 
open new possibilities. There are dozens 
of sports cars now being built by indi- 
viduals all over America; one of these 
may develop into a production model 
which might someday win Le Mans. 

The continued successes of the semi- 
stock 4%%-liter Talbot formula I Grand 
Prix cars in long races is proof that an 
American car powered by our rugged 
270” Offenhauser would have a chance. 

Come on Yanks, let’s give them a run! 
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__, President of the Bentley Driver's Club. 


Wiilie Frick, Dunlop "Mac" and Goeff Healey 


look at special road racing Firestones. 


iS 
Helping with timekeeping are Gerry Crozier 
(on counter), owner of the 8-liter ex-Barnato 
' Bentley, and Stanley Sedgwick (in white), 


By SAM COLLIER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY LOUIS KLEMANTASKI 


By way of introduction, the author was 
one of the founders of the Automobile 
Racing Club of America, serving as its presi- 
dent from 1934 until 1939. He has driven 
in road races and hill climbs, in both this 
country and in Europe, including V Coupe 
Internationale des Alpes (1939), Briarcliff 
Trophy, International County Downs Trophy, 
Grand Prix de lAlbigeosis, AAA Daytona 
Beach Road Race, Alexandria Bay Round- 
the-Houses Road Race, Memphis Cotton 
Carnival Road Race and many _ others. 
Founder of Motor Sport Inc., sole American 
importers for M.G. cars from 1934 until 
1947, he usually raced this marque and 
was, to mention a few, first in the Second 
and Fourth Mt. Washington Hill Climb 
(1500 cc class), first in New York World’s 
Fair Road Race (1500 ce class) second in 
class 1948 Watkins Glen, first in class and 
third in unlimited classification in 1949 
Bridgehampton, third unlimited classifica- 
tion Seneca Cup Watkins Glen 1949, all in 
M.G. cars. He finished second in this year’s 
Bridgehampton in the Cunningham Ferrari. 

—Editor 


Seven-thirty A.M. Sunday morning June 
eighteenth found us riding in the bus thru 
deserted streets on our way to La Guardia. 
It was a week before race day and Miles 
and I were flying direct to Paris via TWA. 
With the help of tail-winds we landed at 
Orly two hours early, four A.M. Paris time, 
and by nine were on a train for the two- 
hour ride to LeMans, where we were met 
with much gusto by the rest of the team, 
including Briggs Cunningham and_ Phil 
Walters, drivers of the Streamliner, Alec 


Ulmann our team chief, Bill Spear, 
pre’eposeur d’essence (“gas man” to us) 


Hemp Oliver and John Oliveau. The latter, 
an aeronautical engineer who was with us 
in Motor Sport and was with Miles at Le- 
Mans in 1939, was born only a few miles 
from LeMans and was to act as our me- 
chanic on the Sedan. According to the regu- 
lations, only the driver and one other desig- 
nated mechanic can work on the car, or the 
two drivers, which made the selection of 
that one “mechanic” a matter for serious 
thought. 


——)/ 


Our excitement on arrival was somewhat 
offset by the news that the streamliner had 
been badly damaged in an open road traffic 
accident. We dropped our gear at the Hotel 
Continental, of Monsieur Guillon. This was 
like a college reunion for Miles because 
Madam Bonnet, who ran the hotel, and M. 
Guillon had been his great supporters in 
1939. The latter had the best body shop in 
LeMans and the former, a most capable 
woman, proved it to the world during the 
war by operating for the Resistance while 
her hotel was Gestapo Headquarters! The 
garage was large and comfortable and full 
of the best of modern equipment. Miles 
saw both cars for the first time. I had seen 
them briefly on the dock the day they 
sailed. The whole front of the streamliner 
was bashed in and jagged metal bits and 
pieces were everywhere. We had _ until 
Wednesday at four P.M. to get it ready or 
be disqualified. Our car had hardly been 
teuched in New York because of the lack 
of time. It was stock except for Frank Bur- 
rell’s efficient two-carburetor manifold, some 
air scoops welded onto the brake drums, a 
thirty-five gallon extra gas tank in the 
trunk, conventional transmission instead of 
hydramatic, and some of the race require- 
ments such as hood straps, etc. 


There was so much to do that it was 
dificult to know where to start. We were 
told that the circuit had changed greatly 
since 1935 when I had seen it last (1939 
for Miles). While the hundred and one 
little details were being checked under 
John Oliveau’s ever watchful eye (and good 
French), Miles and I borrowed the ’49 
Cadillac sedan of Briggs and drove out to 
the course. The surrounding country had 
changed so much that Miles, who was driv- 
ing, failed to recognize Mulsanne in time 
and had to continue up the escape road. 
What had been a pine forest was now open 
rolling country. The circuit was much im- 
proved—widened, smoother and better in 
every way. We felt encouraged about main- 
taining our minimum which would require 
lapping at about seven minutes. This mini- 
mum (set by the race officials) gaye us 
much food for thought. The best time I 
had been able to make in 1933 with a 12- 
cylinder Auburn Speedster was 8 minutes 
29 seconds, granted, however, that the car 
was_rot running at its best. 
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On our return to the shop there were 
smiles and good news. The only man in 
Europe capable of doing the welding neces- 
sary on the streamliner had been located, 
but it was quite a detective job at that. 
A phone call to New York and Virginia 
traced him to England where he was on a 
vacation and an hour after a call had been 
completed to England, he had chartered a 


private plane and was on his way to Le- 
Mans. 


The next several days rushed by, but by 
some miracle both cars were ready for in- 
spection at three o’clock on Tuesday. A 
large hall had been rented by the club and 
the cars were pushed around it. At various 
intervals were tables and_ officials, each 
“station” checking different aspects and 
marking it down on a large chart. Once 
again the AAA proved lacking. Having had 
so much trouble with credentials in the 
early thirties, I expected almost anything 
when we presented our papers. They had 
sent Briggs to Europe without an entrant’s 
license, merely a driver’s license. Pande- 
monium of a kind only possible in France 
broke loose. Once again I had occasion to 


_ _ 


Bill Spear reaches for hose to refuel the Cadillac during night pit stop. 


As dawn breaks, Sam Collier takes the Cadillac thru Arnage Corner. 


recall the lack of cooperation from our na- 
tional club. Altho there has not been an 
American entry at LeMans in eleven years 
we never once saw a sign of nor received 
a communication from the American AAA 
representative in France. Just what he does 
for racing, one who is trying to race would 
never know, but certainly he does not ap- 
pear to be under orders to show up and 
help American drivers with credential trou- 
bles. I recall how one year George Rand’s 
and my papers were so involved that the 
good French officials suggested we lose them 
and apply for French ones! We did, and 
that year actually raced as Frenchmen un- 
der French national licenses. 

The streamliner finally cleared inspection 
but we were held an interminable time be- 
cause, first, the officials could not believe 
the curved windshield was shatterproof, they 
insisted it was plastic and we unwisely in- 
sisted it was glass. Second, they demanded 
that we have a handle to operate the wind- 
shield wiper from the inside by hand. This 
is one of the rules of the road of France 
and the race is run in accordance with them. 
We promised to comply with the windshield 
wiper rule and, having satisfied them about 
the windshield, we finally were cleared. 

The rain and otherwise blustery weather 
of the past two days decided to let up ex- 
cept for a definite coolness, and the first 
night of practice, following inspection, was 
eagerly awaited. Practice was from nine in 
the evening to one A.M. We found our 
car a little jumpy in the back end and, at 
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speed, our lights were inadequate. We also 
were experiencing carburetor starvation on 
fast right hand bends. The streamliner had 
this trouble to an even greater degree. 
Towards the end of the Tours straight we 
would be turning about 4700 rpm (which, 
they tell me, with our tires and wheels was 
about 117 mph) and on approaching the 
fast flatout right bend we would loose three 
hundred revs. In Arnage it was even more 
noticeable. In spite of this we put in a 
lap at 6:54 without stressing the car or 
brakes, but running the whole length of 
the straight at full throttle. 

After practice, the long drive back to 
town, post mortems, and eventually, bed. A 
tough schedule when you considered the 
town rose at six AM and sleep after that 
hour was almost impossible unless one was 
4-F as far as the aural senses. The next 
two nights of practice were both better and 
worse. The lights were improved by the ad- 
dition of Marechal (French) lights and fog 
lamps, and the addition of a pair of French 
shock absorbers on the rear improved the 
road holding considerably. We were unable 
to obtain any accurate fuel consumption 
figures but this did not worry us unduly 
as we knew we had more than ample for 
the required minimum of approximately 
250 miles. We were greatly concerned about 
our tires. Firestone had supplied them, a 
road racing design which developed cracks, 
tiny ones at that but nevertheless cracks on 
the side of the treads after the first night’s 
practice. A long distance phone call to the 


factory was not encouraging. Dunlop most 
sportingly offered to fly special tires in for 
us from England, but in the end and after 
discovering some similar cracks on new 
tires still unmounted, it was decided to run 
on the Firestones anyway. Dunlop ordered 
their tires and had them standing by at the 
course in case we had to switch during the 
event, an outstanding example of the way 
this great firm supports racing. 

Race day morning still found us packing 
our car with all the spares we might need 
since the rules required that everything be 
carried on the car, excluding tires, but in- 
cluding such items as flashlights or extra 
bydraulic fluid, light bulbs, coil, generator, 
spare battery, etc. 

Miles and I had decided on our driving 
schedule and I was to be first out since he 
had started in 1939. With this schedule he 
would be at the wheel at the finish but 
I would have the twilight hours of dawn 
and sunset since my eyes were supposed 
to be better. We assumed our consumption 
as 12 mpg and at that rate could easily do 
six hour stretches. This would cut down the 
number of stops and would be a decided ad- 
vantage. We had to schedule our pit stops 
carefully as both our cars were operating 
out of one pit, with big cars on each side, 
Cole with the Allard on the right and Hall 
with his old TT Bentley on the left. Since 
one could not back into the pit as one would 
into a parking place (it was against the 
rules) we could never get into the pit if 
one of our neighbors were in it too. Miles 
and I decided to cruise about 6 min. 10 
seconds or thereabouts forthe first shift 
and see what happened. Briggs, who was 
starting in the streamliner, planned about 
the same lap speeds. 

The LeMans start is always nerve-rack- 
ing. As the cars faced the course at 45 de- 
gree angles and before the drivers were or- 
dered to their stations, I checked the gear 
lever a dozen times. Yes, it was in first; yes, 
the hand brake was off, yes the door was 
closed, and yet in a few seconds I went 
over and checked it again. Finally we were 
lined up, Tom Cole on my right and Briggs 
on my left. It might have been back home, 
like the start of the Seneca Cup last year. 
Slowly the crowd began to leave the road 
and finally only the cars were left forlorn, 
staring at us. A quiet fell on the crowd. I 
heard Tom calling something about ‘good 
luck Sam old boy’ and I murmured some 
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The second row, a Pope Hartford and a Sim- 


Santa Monica Road Race Revival 


plex, gets away as Ralph De Palma gives them 


Above—The 1907 Benz enters a sharp left 
turn, Bob Anahalt driving. Note the three 
low slung body and 


Below—Mahoney (#10) about to overtake 
Prentiss (Pope Hartford). Mahoney's Model 
T Ford was the final winner. 


—ALL PHOTOS BY JACK CAMPBELL 


It was thirty-four years ago that the last 
of the great Vanderbilt Cup road races were 
held on the streets of Santa Monica. There- 
fore it was with great interest that, on Sun- 
day, July 16, several thousand spectators 
watched the roaring monsters take off on a 
one-hundred mile re-running of the event. 


We of the later generation have long had” 
to put up with the loud scoffing of our eld- 
ers when the subject of auto racing is 
broached. “You ain’t seen nothing,” they 
say, “till you seen ’em go at Santa Monica.” 

We will now retract all those wise-cracks 
about “motorized buck boards” and admit 
that what we saw surprised us. 


Having been raised in the period when 
racing machines are relatively small affairs, 
to see one of these flame-belching jugger- 
nauts roaring down the street, drive-chain 
flailing about, and both driver and mechanic 
hanging on for dear life is an experience 
worth waiting thirty-four years to see. I per- 
sonally didn’t expect to see much more than 
a parade of these old antique and veteran 
cars, whose age ranged from 1907 to 1914. 
However, when the flag dropped, everybody 
“put their foot in it” and really made a race 
out of it. 


The cast, oops, the lineup was as follows: 


1913 %G@adillaceee a Lindley Bothwell Jr. 
1OUS TOLtz eee eee Jesus Chavez 


1907. BenzAe ener Bob Anhalt 

LONS siudsonieese ste: Don Cole 

U91OM Simp lexseeeeene Robert Gotleib 
LOTOR Cadillac aetees Doug Eastwood 
1910 Pope Hartford........ Herbert Prentiss 
1914. Ford cae ene wees Louis Mahoney 
190 7<Stearnsie ees Walter Rosenthal 
1013 Reus cote eee Lindley Bothwell Sr. 


Soon after the start the cars were spread 
out and it became a series of personal bat- 
tles. It was also obvious that, discounting 
major disasters, “Henry’s best” was going to 
be the one to beat. This car was the lightest 
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car in the field and its acceleration was 
pretty fantastic. He was closely pursued by 
the Peugeot, a car which attempted to 
qualify last year at Indianapolis and man- 
aged to make a 103 mph average. At this 
race, however, the car seemed to be out of 
form and had what appeared to be plugs 
fouling. 

At the time of calling the race, the Ford 
was still leading strongly as she crossed the 
finish line. The announcer proceeded to con- 
fuse me, and the rest of the spectators, by 
saying, “Mahoney in the Ford is winner of 
first and second places. Lindley Bothwell Sr., 
who followed Mahoney over the line, also 
wins first and second place.” Ralph dePalma, 
former AAA champion and winner of one of 
the original Santa Monica races, set me 
straight by explaining that two races were 
run concurrently—a Grand Prix and the 
Vanderbilt Cup. Mahoney won the later and 
was second in the Grand Prix while the 
opposite was true for Bothwell. 

Perhaps the most unusual aspect was the 
fact that all of the cars running in the 
race were owned by one man—Lindley Both- 
well, Sr., prime antique car enthusiast of 
the West Coast. This situation did not de- 
tract from the quality of competition as 
Mahoney’s performance proves. 

The race itself was sponsored by the Santa 
Monica and Ocean Park Chambers of Com- 
merce and was the grand finale to a week- 
long Diamond Jubilee celebration. Prime 
purpose of the race was to re-awaken interest 
in road racing and to launch a move to 
revive the famous Vanderbilt Cup Races as 
an annual affair. Considerable progress was 
made toward this end as the townspeople 
were favorably impressed. The circuit used 
this year was a mile long and it is hoped 
that it will be extended to two miles for 
next year’s event. 


The final time for Mahoney in his hot 
Rajo was 2 hr. 17 min. 33 sec., or some- 
thing over 47 mph. For his efforts the win- 
ner was presented a replica of the original 


Vanderbilt Trophy. 


Many famous guests were present at this 
event. Drivers of yesteryear that put in an 
appearance were Ralph De Palma, Peter 
De Paolo, Eddie Hearne (who once drove 
the Benz that was entered), Earl Cooper, 
Dutch Klein, and as special guest, Mrs. 
Barney Oldfield. 

A fine time was had by all. 

—JACK CAMPBELL 


Eddie Hearne, old-time A.A.A. Champion. 


Wd) Z 
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Lindley Bothwell, Sr., driving the Peugeot, leads the Hudson on the grandstand straight. 


Above—The Benz in the pits. Note the dropped axle! Design is clean and straight-forward. 


Below—The 1913 Stutz, with Fiat chassis. Tires are “non-skid . . . tread markings say so. 


— SSketrcyH ~Eaoc | 


The Jaguar XK-120 has won the hearts of 
seasoned enthusiasts, neophytes, and “just 
people” the world over. It represents the 
most successful one-jump change from con- 
ventional to modern styling yet accomplished 

f on a sports car, 


Everyone agrees... it is a beautiful car 
—But not with the top up! Designed for 
utility only, the very short canvas top pro- 
vided with the XK-120 clashes violently 
with the long graceful lines of the car itself. 
The British feel that a top on a sports car 
is an “emergency only” item, but over here 
we have less love for battling the elements. 
\ Let’s face it, we love comfort; that’s why all 

American open cars have become conver- 


tibles (and now the convertibles don’t con- 
vert). 

Why not then, provide the XK-120 with 
coupe coachwork. Such a move would great- 
ly increase the sales appeal and would be 
in line with the present trend toward fully 
enclosed road racing cars. 

When this proposal was presented to styl- 
ist Jenks by reader Mike Kovacevich (Ma- 
jor, USAF), a Le Mans-type gleam appeared 
in his eye and up he came with this sleek 
aerodynamic competition coupe based on the 
stock Jaguar XK-120 chassis. With a sweep- 
ing line which begins at the curved wind- 
shield, the aluminum top blends into the 
tapered tail. To prevent that “broken-back” 
look, the fender line has been raised to co- 


by Bill Jenks 


incide with the window line. 

Large quarter windows and a full-view 
rear window provide maximum visibility for 
both traffic and racing. Entrance to the lug- 
gage compartment would be made by fold- 
ing the seats forward while the spare tire 
would be stowed in a drawer at bumper 
level. 

It is probable that the competition coupe 
would be faster by several miles per hour > 
than the roadster with top down and wind- 
shield in place. Recalling the successes of 
the B.M.W. and Ferrari coupes in the Mille — 


Miglia, one might well foresee a “Jag” with — 


windows up beating the aeroscreened top- — 


down version. And, you have much better — 


protection for your Rolleiflex or your blond 
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Trimax resembles Dr. Porche's Auto Union. 


It is part of the claim to originality that 
the body outline was designed first, in the 
best aircraft fashion, and then the car plan- 
ned to fit within the body outline. The actual 
shape was settled by wind tunnel tests which 
made some very instructive discoveries, es- 
pecially as regards behavior of the airflow 
over the tail. This knowledge was taken 
account of in the placing of air exits from 
the engine compartment. 


The body outline is fairly conventional, 
altho more in accord with the accepted 
appearance of some larger Formula cars. 
The width over the side sponsons and exten- 
sion of the cowling at front and rear to well 
beyond the wheel diameter gives the effect 
of the Trimax being a good deal larger in 
overall area than it actually is, for measure- 
ment of wheelbase and track show these to 
be merely 7’ 1” by 3’ 10”, figures well within 
the normally accepted range for 500s. 

The body is built up from duraluminum 
sheet, principally of 16 and 18 gage, in very 
much the manner of an airplane fuselage 
and presents something of a similar study 
in precision closely pitched riveting; a large 
p-oportion of the rivets being of that ap- 
parently facile, but actually tricky, species of 
the rivet family, the “pop”. 

Main “beam” strength of the structure 
comes from the two sponson members which 
extend the full length of the wheelbase and 
are some 9 inches square at their thickest 
part. From this maximum girth they taper 
away both in depth and width towards the 
ends of the car. Apart from cover plates, 
held on by innumerable 2BA bolts, and 
access apertures to the tank fillers, these 
members are complete boxes. 

The main fuel tanks of flexible rubber 
were folded up and inserted thru the afore- 
mentioned inspection holes, then temporarily 


(Continued on page 30) 
Ready for the start! Beautiful lines of Trimax 
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Spike goes wide on turn at Brands Hatch Speedway. Pair of Coopers are close behind. 


Despite soft suspension, Trimax has excellent road holding qualities and handles nicely. 


cause it to appear as a much larger car. All exterior aluminum surfaces are highly polished. 


Lake P 


Le Mans Aerodynamic Cadillac 


FRICK-TAPPETT BUILDS A LE MANS SPECIAL 
FOR SPORTSMAN BRIGGS CUNNINGHAM 


by T. R. Stumpf 


ALL PHOTOS BY EDWARD MACHESKI 


To Briggs Cunningham, outstanding American sports car 
enthusiast, must go credit for returning the Stars and Stripes 
to Le Mans. The selection of equipment, the design and 
construction of a special car, the assembly and training of 
a crew, and the transportation of the lot to France—all of 
these problems, plus many more, had to be solved to assure 
success of “Project Le Mans, 1950.” 


This great French 24-hour road race is looked upon with 
great respect by the contestants, the public, and the Eu- 
ropean motor car manufacturers. It is considered to be one 
of the most strenuous tests that can be given a car as the 
long day and night top-speed run over a difficult course 
stresses engines, transmissions, tires, lights, suspension, steer- 
ing, and drivers to the utmost. 


Cunningham’s strategy for Le Mans is long range and a 
careful study of the rules was responsible for his decision 
to enter this year, as he now can get an automatic entry 
next year. This is important because the prestige and testing 
value of the 24-hour race is so great that factory teams 
jealously guard their chance to run. Briggs chose Cadillacs 
because they are about as fast a stock car as we build and 
because they are reliable. Both Cadillacs qualified and met 
all of the specifications, giving Cunningham an automatic 
entry in the 1951 Le Mans race. 


In an effort to obtain performance comparable to the 
faster European cars and yet keep within the requirements 
for a stock chassis, it was decided to build a body for one 
of the two cars, which would reduce both weight and air 


‘resistance. Howard Weinman, a designer at Grumman Air- 


craft, was engaged to put streamlining to work. 


Wind tunnel models were prepared and tested. The re- 
sult was a car which looks excessively wide but is actually 
three inches narrower, by the tape measure, than the stock 
Cadillac. To reduce weight, chrome-moly steel tubing was 
used for a body frame which follows aircraft design, even to 
the inclusion of a tubular “crash frame” to protect the 
driver in case the car does a longitudinal flip. Aluminum 
panels are clipped on by use of quick-detaching fasteners. 


All four wheels are fully enclosed but are readily acces- 
sible by removal of a quick detachable panel. To provide 
cooling for the brakes, a duct was run from either side of 
the radiator air scoop to the front brakes while at the rear, 
scoops were mounted just to the rear of the cockpit and the 
air directed on the drums. The brakes themselves were 
standard Cadillac drums with aluminum cooling fins bonded 
on by the Alfin process. 


Because of its importance during the all-night driving 
period, lighting received special consideration. The installa- 
tion of an extra driving light proved to be good insurance 
for the collision with a sandbank smashed the left head- 
light. Double tail-lights were installed to compensate for 
bulb breakage. If one set of lights went out, the driver 
flipped a switch on the dash to change to the spare tail- 
lights. This saved the pit crew over three minutes in bulb 
changing. The race officials ordered the big backing lights 
removed, fearing that they could or would be flashed on if 
the driver behind had his headlights too bright. 


A Link two-way radio was used for communication be- 
tween the driver and the pit crew. Instrumentation includ- 
ed the following gauges: water temperature, oil temperature, 
oil pressure, fuel level, and amperes. A tachometer and a 
speedometer told the story of how fast and six thermo- 
couples, one for each brake, one on the transmission, and 
one on the rear end, told the story of how hot. 

The engine was prepared by Frick-Tappet and featured 
five carburetors. A conventional manual-shifting transmission 
was used, otherwise the chassis and its equipage were not 
altered. The Le Mans officials spent several days checking 
to be sure that the chassis was the standard stock Cadillac. 


In the illustrations accompanying, it will be noticed that 
the car, with at least six weeks work yet to do, carried a 
sign reading, “Boat goes in three weeks.’ The construction 
crew, however, worked every night till midnight, all day 
Saturdays and Sundays, including Easter. The streamliner 
sailed on time. 


We doft our hats to Briggs Cunningham and his team for 
their outstanding contribution to American motor sports. 
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Above—Front view of wind tunnel model. Below—Body frame for tail 
is complete. Dual tail lights and back-up lights have been installed. 


, 


Below—Three week deadline notice is posted on side of car. Duct 
leading from scoop to rear brake drum may be seen. 
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Below—Brackets are for aircraft-type quick detachable fasteners used Above—Typical aircraft construction is used on tubular body 
to attach body skin. Oil filter is mounted in wheel well. frame. Below—Note two-way radio. side exhaust and battery. 


Below—In background are: Phil Walters (Ted Tappett), Howard Wein- Below—In action at Le Mans! The "Cad' takes Indianapolis 
man (wearing hat), and Briggs Cunningham (behind man with cap). Corner. Hitting sand bank damaged left “leading edge". 
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Bob Collins, starter, and Paul Farago in his custom Fiat. 


by George Gaston 


The Michigan “Press on Regardless,” a 
timed directions trial type of rally, run over 
332 miles of Michigan highways, was held 
August 5 and 6. 

Run under the auspices of the Detroit 
Region of the Sports Car Club of America, 
a field of 21 cars faced the starter’s flag. 
The cars were divided into two categories, 
touring, for American and European _pas- 


senger cars, and Sports, for sports cars. 
Entrants were given typed directions at the 
start of each leg, of which there were three. 
The directions prescribed in minute detail 
the course to be followed and an average 
speed to be made good was assigned at the 
beginning of each leg. The announced check 
points were established, the contestants be- 
ing stopped at each, and their time record- 


ed. Arrival time at the finish was also re- 
corded, one penalty point being scored 
against the contestant for each minute ahead 
or behind schedule at each of the check 
points and at the finish. This scoring method 
was applied to the three legs of the course, 
with acceleration and braking tests thrown 
in for extra measure at the checking points. 

Prior to the start, contestants were briefed 
by Detroit region officials, and by the Mich- 
igan State Police, who explained Michigan 
highway regulations. Contestants were ad- 
vised that one traffic violation meant dis- 
qualification from the run. 

The first leg, 147 miles from Dearborn to 
Stockbridge, was a tough one over country 
lanes and secondary roads with three check 
points. A number of drivers lost their way 
early in the route and suffered from penalty 
points. The second leg, from Stockbridge 
to Flint, was a night run, and turned out 
to be a nightmare for some. Flashlights and 
spotlights got a good workcut. 

One young couple, quite lost, wound up in 


L. to R., Bill Wood, George Gaston, Cpl. 
Chaput of the Michigan State Police, and 
Charles Davison going over the route. 


At left—Jaffe almost misses a turn. 
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REGARDLESS! 


a farmers yard about midnight and were 
chased away by some rural Michigan pro- 
fanity and a blast from a shot gun! 

At the finish in Flint, 85 miles and two 
check points later, the whole crew were glad 
of a chance to rest for the night. The 
cars were locked up in the Buick factory 
branch thru the courtesy of member Charles 
Chayne, Chief Engineer of Buick. 

The next morning, Sunday, after a group 
breakfast, the contestants gathered at the 
Buick service depot for the start of the 
third leg back to Detroit and for an envious 
lcok at the fabulous Chayne Bugatti Royale, 
the only one of its kind in this country. 
Sunday drivers, obscure road signs and dust 
made the third leg a really nasty one. 
Mileage was 100, tho’ to some it seemed 
twice that far. The finish, on Detroit’s north 
side, was a welcome sight. Every one agreed 
that it had been good fun. 


ENTRANTS IN THE PRESS ON 
REGARDLESS RUN 
Touring Class— 

Harris, 750 Ford; Ferens, ’49 Olds 88; Turco, 
49 Simca Huit; Lee, ’50 Riley 2.5; Marge 
Burrell, ’37 La Salle Sedan*; and Brown, ’48 
Chrysler. 


Sports Class— 
The following were in M.G TC’s: Jaffe, Gray, 


Wheeler, Farr, Olivari, Preston, Taylor, and 
Sands. On M.G. TD’s: Wood (blown), Said, 
Hathaway, and Jordan. Others were: Farago, 
Farago Fiat; Gebby, Duesenberg JS; and Hend- 
rie, Alfa 2.5. 


WINNERS 
Sports 1. Preston 34 points off 
2. Said 39 points off 
3. Hathaway 46 points off 
Touring—I1. Brown 54 points off 
2. Burrell 58 points off 
3. Ferens 84 points off 


Said won award for driver coming from 
greatest distance — Westchester County, New 
York. *Marge Burrell’s La Salle is a test car 
with a ’50 Caddy 220 hp engine. Her husband 
Frank, who is Cadillac’s engine specialist, re- 
cently retufned from Europe where he tuned 
engines in Briggs Cunningham’s two Le Mans 
entries, and was on Cunningham’s pit crew. 
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L. to R., Mrs. Charles Chayne, Mr. Chayne 
(Chief Eng. of Buick), and Charles Davison, 
with the Chayne's restored Simplex Tourer. 


Above—left, the Hathaways at one of the 
special tests. Driver must run around car 
during standing quarter mile run. Right, Bill 
Wood, Regional Exec. SCCA, checks in at 


one of the numerous reference points. 


Charles Chayne's Bugatti Royale, one 
lergest and most powerful cars eve 
attracted much attention from onlooke 


— 
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Formula 3 Racing Ac 


At Goodwood... 


Above—Brandon leads Moss. Below—F. Atkin lota leads Moss 
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by Sydney Allard 


First British car, 3rd in General Classifi- 
cation, Class Winner and a new Distance 
Record for the class in the gruelling Le 
Mans 24-hour Race! 

To achieve this in my first pukka long- 
distance race, driving a model which was 
also making its initial appearance in such 
an event, was, to say the least, most satis- 
factory, but I would like to pay tribute to 
the splendid driving of Tom Cole, my co- 
driver, and the fine work of my pit team. 

When Tom, who had been doing big 
things in the States with his Cadillac-en- 
gined Allard J.2, suggested a joint entry in 
the greatest of all long-distance events, us- 
ing my own similar car, I welcomed the 
idea. 


In view of his wider experience of racing 
starts, Tom took the first spell and_ this 
proved to be a good move for he was first 
away and led the field for the whole of the 
Ist lap. At this point he was passed by 
Sommer’s Ferrari, but this sdidn’t worry us 
as we had planned to keep engine revs. 
down to 4000, which gave us a lap speed of 
92 mph quite comfortably. 


A heavy mist fell during the night and 
at one time there was temporary consterna- 
tion in our pit when, during one of Tom 
Cole’s spells at the wheel, the car became 
overdue. Eventually it came slowly into the 
pit with a bent gear-selector which made 
gear-changing virtually impossible. After 
hasty emergency repairs, I took over the 
wheel and for the remaining 11 hours we 
had only top gear. Pit stops due to this 
mishap totalled 45 minutes, but altho our 
lap speeds should have been reduced, as the 
circuit included several 30 mph _ corners 
where the use of gears would have helped 
considerably, in actual fact they were better 
than they had been previously. 

Owing to a slow puncture during Sunday 
morning we decided to change both rear 
wheels, and 2% hours before the finish we 
changed one front wheel. The race was most 
enjoyable, interesting moments being when- 
ever it was necessary to overtake a bunch of 
6-7 hp cars on some of the narrow stretches 
with awkward bends. Refuelling was only 
permitted every 25 laps, so that each time 
we filled up, the tank had to be unsealed 
and resealed. Nevertheless, the average time 
for pit stops was only two minutes. 

Allard cars will certainly be on the start- 
ing line next year, when we shall enter more 
than the one car to allow one of them to 
be driven all out without the necessity of 
nursing it all the way. 


Pontiac Offers Free Foto Folder 


Pontiac Motor Division’s Advertising Man- 
ager, B. B. Kimball, has announced a new 
“Plant Tour” folder, available to anyone re- 
questing a reasonable quantity. In picture 
story form, 16 plant photographs depict the 
modern production of an automobile from 
start to finish. 

Write to: Publications Section RT, Ad- 
vertising Department, Pontiac Motors, Pon- 
tiac, Michigan. 
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1950 NSU Motorcycles 


Editors Note: 
Because we feel that our readers are 
interested in all phases of motor sports. 
we are offering this motorcycle article as 
an experiment. Would you like to see 
short technical articles on the subject in 
future issues? Remember, ROAD AND 
TRACK is YOUR magazine, so voice 


your opinion. 


The NSU Fox 
The world-famous line of German NSU 


motoreveles has only recently been intro- 
duced in the United States, yet their im- 
pact has been only slightly less than terri- 
fic. The reason for this is not hard to find, 
upon even a mere casual examination. 


The NSU line consists of the “Quick” 
100 ce two-stroke, the NSU 125 ZDB two- 
stroke, the “Fox” 100 cc four-stroke and 
the NSU 251 OSL 250 cc four-stroke. 


The NSU “Fox” is a light-weight in the 
usual sense, but because the engine is a 
four-stroke rather than a two-stroke type, 
greater speed, power, economy ahd efhcien- 
cy result. The over-head valves are com- 
pletely enclosed, yet tappet adjustments 
can be made, when needed, without remov- 
ing a single part. A three-speed foot-con- 
trolled gear shift handles smooth, effort- 
less shifting. 


Of immediate attention-arresting effect, 
even to the casual layman, is the unique 
manner of supporting the engine. Gone is 
the customary front frame member which, 
on other machines serves to support the 
front end of the crankcase. Instead, the 
engine on the “Fox” is cradled in such a 
that it forms a fulcrum arrangement with 
the rear part of the frame and rear wheel 
support. The result is reduced weight, in- 
creased ruggedness and, best of all, a new 
approach to rear wheel springing. The en- 
gine is thus quite free and easily accessi- 
ble, plus being unusually well cooled. Deep 
fins further aid in keeping the cylinder bar- 
rels cool, even under prolonged running. 


The front wheel, too, incorporates an un- 
usual and entirely new method of spring- 
ing, being a combination of telescopic and 
recoil-spring suspension. The springs are so 
dimensioned that, coupled with two shock- 
absorbers, they smooth out long and short 
irregularities with equal facility, making for 
extremely comfortable riding. This, in con- 
junction with the rear springing, which is 
basically the main support for the engine 
too, results in riding and steering ability 
that is associated generally only with far 
larger and heavier motorcycles. 


The engine has an actual piston displace- 
ment of 98 cc, and delivers six horsepower. 
The stroke is 50 mm (1.97 in.) and the 
bore 50 mm (1.97 in.). Great economy in 
fuel consumption is claimed approxi- 
mately 130 miles per gallon of gas at 
ciuising speeds. A steady 45-50 miles per 
hour can be maintained over even extended 
trips, as has been proved in Europe when 
a group of stock “Fox” machines were rid- 
den over the hardest and roughest terrain 
to be found in the Alps. 


Cutaway of the NSU Fox 


Of a more conventional style, and em- 
bodying engineering and design principles 
which have been in use since before the 
war, the NSU 251 OSL is a somewhat 
larger and certainly more powerful motor- 
cycle. The four-stroke, over-head valve en- 
gine has a piston displacement of 242 cc 
and delivers 10.5 horsepower. As with the 
“Fox”, the NSU 251 OSL embodies built-in 
valve rods and tappets which are, neverthe- 
less, easily adjusted externally. Lubrication 
is of the dry sump circulation system type. 
Because of its carefully engineered design 
and precision manufacture, this engine is 
exceptionally efficient and economical as 
to fuel consumption (approximately 120 
miles per gallon at cruising speeds). 

A speed of 60-65 miles per hour can be 
enjoyed in complete comfort and confidence, 
thanks to the ease of handling with which 


The NSU 251 OSL 


this machine is endowed. There is consider- 
able difference of opinion, especially in 
Europe, as to the value of hydraulic forks 
and spring framing for the rear wheel, 
and the NSU 251 OSL retains the depend- 
able solid rear wheel suspension and what, 
to some, may be regarded as “old-fashioned” 
front fork recoil cantilever suspension spring 
arrangement. This substantial and proven 
method of framing is preferred by many ex- 
perienced riders. 

The transmission, of conventional type, 
is controlled by means of a four speed shift 
control, foot-operated pedal. Of significant 
importance is the totally enclosed rear chain 


which, being completely protected from 
water, dust and dirt, should require far 
fewer adjustments and enjoys a_ longer- 


than-average life. A 45-watt generator and 
battery handle the electrical end of things on 
the NSU 251 OSL. A feature that is at once 
practical and convenient is the mounting of 
the speedometer in the headlight shell. 
—KARL A. BARLEBEN 
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Here is one man’s idea of a car developed 
by creating pleasing basic body contours 
designed to carry a distinctive paint styling. 
As indicated by the sketch, a minimum of 
chrome would be used to accent—rather 
than dominate—lines and color. The black 
of the two color paint styling could be com- 
bined with a number of other colors: any 
value of brown, for example, from chocolate 
thru sepia, and desert sand; or greens— 
from a deep bottle green thru chartreuse; 
even some values of warm yellow could be 
used without violating the canons of good 
taste or sacrificing dignity. 


While it makes no pretense of being a 
sports car, there is a lift and fleetness in 
lines and in the relation of masses which 
imbue its appearance with grace and motion 
even when the car is standing still. It could 
have, and should have, many sports car 
performance characteristics—good accelera- 
tion, good braking, accurate steering, balance 
and inherent stability. The proportions of the 
car automatically lend themselves to desir- 
able weight distribution. Designed for a 
maximum wheelbase of 126 inches, the high- 
est point of the top need not be over 60 
inches from the ground and could be less 
while still providing comfortable head room 
over both front and rear seats. 
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But to get back to the styling, the interior 
trim complements the body color which 
carries thru onto the instrument panel. The 
individually adjustable front seats may be 
covered in genuine leather or one of a num- 
ber of grained Vinyl upholstery materials. 
The inside door panels should be covered 
with the same material. Plain, unfigured 
broadcloth or mohair is used for the rear 
seat, seat back and head lining. The floor 
covering, both front and rear, is a deep 
pile, lock-weave carpet, the color of which 
should be a deeper value of the body color. 
Interior hardware, including the rims of the 
instrument mountings, should be gold plated 
with a satin finish which, incidentally, is less 
expensive than hard chrome plate. Front seat 
backs fold forward and towards the center 
line of the car for accessibility to the 
rear seat, 


The ledge indicated on the backs of the 
front seats is to receive the bottom of a 
plexiglass tonneau’ shield which is hinged 
to the top of the car and swings down from 
a recess in the head lining. Hinged side 
panels, profiled to match the head lining, 
swing out to the edge of the doors when the 
shield is folded down—to completely close 
off the tonneau. The plastic canopy over the 
front seats is removable. 


[4 


FORUM 


The car has an air of sophistication and 
smartness, with a touch of continental 
Europe reflected in the externally mounted 
spare wheel. It is clean—unmarred by 
moldings. The side panels of the body, with 
just enough contour to create interest and 
avoid flatness, are rolled under at the bottom. 
Fenders have a pronounced shoulder to lend 
a certain crispness and character to the lines 
of the car, and to ayoid the balloon-like 
properties common to current production 
models. A heavy bead is rolled into the 
bottom of the fender skirts at the top of 
the wheel opening, to give the metal rigidity 
and eliminate any tendency to “oil-can.” 
Wheels are left exposed for their appearance 
value. 


While styling of this type is not expected 
to be universally liked, nor accepted, it is 
not without interest and appeal. 


Mr. D. H. Ross, winner of the Road 
and Track Design Forum competition for 
October, was formerly with Le Baron 
and later with Raymond Loewy. : 
A prize of $15 is offered each month 
for the best styling sketch submitted for 
use in Design Forum. A brief description 
should accompany the drawings. 
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ANTIQUE AND VETERAN 


by W. Everett Miller 


Induction 


Compression 


Valve side of Darracq engine. The single rotary 


valve is driven by skew gears and vertical shaft. 


DARRACQ 


The venerable name of Darracq_ stirs 
memories of interesting pioneer cars and 
some notable racing records. 

Alexander Darracq established a com- 
pany in 1891 to make the Gladiator bi- 
cycle, which later became a serious con- 
tender for the business dominated by the 
English in France. After a few years, Brit- 
ish capital purchased his interest and he 
turned to the manufacture of “Perfecta” 
bicycle components in Paris. 

Darracq’s first self-propelled vehicle was 
the Millet Motor-bicycle incorporating a 
five-cylinder revolving radial engine in the 
rear wheel. The cylinders served as_ part 
of the ten spokes. An electric vehicle of 
1897 was discarded after a considerable 
effort was spent in an unsuccessful effort 
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Combustion 


to compete with the new gasoline automo- 
biles. 

At the turn of the century Darracq built 
the most powerful car then known, devel- 
oping 70 hp from four cylinders. Follow- 
ing this, the Darracq-Bollee were produced 
under Bollee license. The exploits of Dar- 
racq cars in early racing events are well 
known. One notable record of 120 mph 
was made in 1908 with a 200 hp V-8 Dar- 
racq chassis having no streamlining metal 
work whatsoever—not even a hood! 

For 1912, Darracq adopted the Henriod 
engine with its fascinating solution to the 
valve problem. A long cylindical hollow 
shaft, having suitable notches registering 
with a port on each cylinder, rotated to 
both admit and exhaust the gases. Valve 
clatter was eliminated by a very clean en- 
gine design, resulting in less vibration when 


Explosion Exhaust 


chamber is completely concentric with cylinder and spark plug. 


running. Conversation with an owner of 
one of these cars in Scotland establishes 
that the car was very satisfactory, tho of 
low power—being a small engine. The ever 
present problem of lubrication, along with 
that of pressure and vacuum sealing, caused 
the abandonment of this novel engine by 
Darracq, tho Henriod continued refining 
the design till the middle twenties. 

Mr. Darracq retired in 1912 and the 
works became a part of the great French 
“Talbot-Lago-Darracq”’ and British “Sun- 
beam-Talbot-Darracq” combines. The Brit- 
ish firm later dropped their affiliation and 
shortened the name to Sunbeam-Talbot. 
The Gaelic firm, however, continued opera- 
tion and the Darracq, along with the Tal- 
bot-Darracq, are still being produced in 
the original factory on the banks of the 
Seine (Oldest motor car plant in Europe). 
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Rene Soulas (Healey), and Nicolas Dellepiane (Cisitalia). 


Carlos Lostalo (Cisitalia) winner of second place. 


in Argentina... 


. The winner, Nicolas Dellepiane, averaged 63 mph in his Cisitalia. 


Miguel Schroeder (2.3 Alfa) dropped out early in the race. 


Two Jags, two Cissys, and a Fiat wait their turn to start. 
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ROAD RACING 


SPORTS CAR RACES AT LA PLATA CITY 
by 
Dr. Vicente Alvarez 


Seventeen cars lined up to run the Sports 
Car Club race at La Plata City, Argentina. 
This event was run on handicap basis, cars 
being started at intervals. Three small M.G.s 
(driven by Lacroze, Bertero, and Fernandez) 
were sent off in first place, and 30 seconds 
later another M.G. (supercharged) driven by 
Sagesse. One minute, Molder (Lagonda) 
and De Tomaso (Bugatti); one minute and 
20 seconds, Maiocchi (Fiat, 1100 cc blown) 
Sivadon (Cisitalia) ; one minute and 50 sec- 
onds, Andreini and Lostalo (Cisitalias), 
Calise and De Ridder (Jaguar SS-100’s) ; two 
minutes and 10 seconds, Harrington (BMW) ; 
Dellepiane (Cisitalia) and Soulas (Healey) ; 
two minutes and 50 seconds, Schroeder (2.3 
Alfa Romeo); three minutes and 20 sec- 
onds, Tornquist (2.9 Alfa Romeo). 


The race was a 20-lap affair on a 1.45 
mile long winding road course. Nicolas 
Dellepiane, president of the Sports Car Club, 
drove a magnificent race and not.only came 
in a winner but also set the lap record, 
1:20, at an average of 63.476 mph. Final 
positions were: Dellepiane, Lostalo, Harring- 
ton, Soulas, Bertero, and Tornquist. 
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G. Reed (Reed Special) leads D. Whiteford (Ford) at Hell Corner. 


G. Pearse's M.G. TC has a cockpit-mounted fuel tank. 


SELOW THE EQUATOR 


NEW SOUTH WALES "HUNDRED" 


by F. A. Schubach 


Victorian Douglas Whiteford, driving his 
Ford Special, won the main event of the 
road racing meeting held by the Australian 
Sporting Car Club on the Mount Panorama 
Circuit at Bathurst, over 130 miles west of 
Sydney, New South Wales. Three events 
were run over the four mile road circuit, 
famous in Australia for its mile-long straight, 
appropriately called “Con-Rod Straight”, and 
the hillclimb section up Mount Panorama 
with a gradient of 1 in 9. The lap record 
is held by A. Barrett, in 2.3 Monza Alfa 
Romeo, with a speed of 77 mph. 


Altho, in an entry list of 54 cars, there 
were 22 M.G.s, many cars new to this State 
were racing. Outstanding among the entries 
were Arthur Wylie (Cooper 1000), Jack 
Saywell (Cooper 1000), David Chambers 
(1935 Maserati Type 4C), Tony Gaze (2 
litre Alta), and two Jaguar XK-120s of 
John Crouch and G. J. Thame. Unfortunate- 
ly, both the Jaguars were withdrawn from 
the races after an electrical fire to one car 
during practice. The M.G.s yaried from 
stock TC models to Specials with super- 
chargers and monoposto racing bodies. Over 
the timed quarter-mile section of Con Rod 
Straight, Edgerton in a’ TC recorded the 
speed of 91.8 mph while Critchley in a 
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Monoposto M.G. did 102.9 mph and Gordon 
in a supercharged M.G. Special with bright 
blue and yellow racing body reached 100.6 
mph. The two Coopers reached 118.4 mph 
(Saywell) and 116 mph (Wylie). The 
Maserati did 122.5 mph over the % mile. 
Another car in the under 1500 ce class was 
Stan Jones’ H.R.G., a standard 1% litre 
chassis, fitted with a _ lightweight single 
seater racing shell made in Victoria. Cham- 
bers had a preselective gearbox fitted to the 
Maserali, which was rebuilt in 1948 and has 
a 142 mph speed. Both the Coopers had 
J.A.P. 8/80 engines and, in spite of a sunny 
day, were not fitted with side airscoops but 
took air from an under-seat scoop. Wylie had 
extra long-distance fuel tanks fitted to each 
side of the cockpit while Saywell relied on 
the standard gravity tank plus the scuttle 
tank. 


The large capacity class was comprised 
of Ford V-8 Specials, plus a Dodge, all 
corresponding to your hot-rods . . . First to 
be mentioned is Doug Whiteford and his 
\V-8 Special. Based on a 1934 V-8 chassis, 
the engine is Mercury, with Edelbrock 
Super dual manifold and hi-comp heads. 
Altho sporting an aluminum’ pody, it comes 
within the roadster class. The J. E. Murray 
Special represents the tops in single-seater 
Ford Specials, the V-8 engine with Edel- 
brock dual manifold and hi-comp heads 
being mated to a four-speed _pre-selective 


J. E. Murray's Bugatti is powered with a “hot-rodded" Ford V-8. 


J. Saywell (Cooper 1000) leads Mildren (M.G.) out of Pit Straight. 


in Australia... 


gearbox in a Bugatti chassis, plus 15-inch 
hydraulic brakes. Murray has recently im- 
ported a Grancor V-8 engine from the U.S. 
but the three-speed box was not suitable 
for the Bathurst Circuit. The Bug-Ford 
of D. MacLachlan is another combination 
of Ford engine and Bugatti chassis, this time 
with McCullough supercharger. 


N.S.W. “‘Hundred” Handicap Race (100 miles) 


The limit man Geoghegan (Ford 10) had a 
start of 23 minutes and held the lead for five 
laps before the M.G. contingent overtook him. 
There was a number of close shaves at the 
starting line, with cars still on the grid and 
competitors roaring past two abreast. The 
road is not wide enough at. that point and 
some cars took to the dirt. When they all got 
away, cars were strung out around the circuit. 
Harrison (M.G.-Vaux) took the lead, to be re- 
placed by Brydon (M.G.) and the big cars were 
steadily moving up. Saywell (Cooper) was timed 
unofficially to be lapping at 75 mph, which 
favorably compares with the lap record. Keith 
Martin driving the Cooper No. 3, previously 
raced by Wylie had a number of pit stops, 
eventually retiring with gearbox trouble, as 
did Chambers (Maserati). The Maserati sound- 
ed very ragged at low revs on the corners. 


Whiteford (Ford) was leading Murray (Bug- 
Ford) in their private dogfight which broke up 
when Murray had a quick pit stop. By the 
twentieth lap, Whiteford was the race leader 
from Nind (M.G.) with Jones (H.R.G.) slowly 
closing the gap. Pearse (M.G.) was in fourth 
place with Murray driving really hard to make 


up for his pit stop. Try as he did, Murray 
could not catch the flying Whiteford who led 
the pack over the finish line to win by a safe 
margin. 
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__ yet if you are standing a hundred yards 
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ROAD & TRACK PHOTOGRAPHY 


Conducted by Karl A. Barleben 
AT THE RACES 


Racing is part and parcel of motoring, 
being more or less a proving ground for 
testing the abilities of engines, tires and all 
other component parts which go into mod- 
ern cars. This being so, it goes without 
saying that many an enthusiast strives to 
obtain pictorial records of speed and com- 
petition . . . . unfortunately, not very many 
come home with much to brag about. 

In contemplating the matter, we quickly 
realize that a speeding subject will be re- 
corded fuzzy on the film because it moves 
too quickly to be “frozen” ... unless (1) 
ar. extremely fast shutter speed is used, and/ 
or (2) the distance between the camera and 
subject is considerable, and/or (3) the sub- 
ject is photographed at an angle; that is, 
approaching or leaving the camera position. 
These considerations are important if suc- 
cessful racing photographs are to be ex- 
pected as they enable the photographer to 
circumvent obstacles which generally 
stymie the uninformed. 

The fast shutter (1) permits less travel 
of the subject during exposure so produces 
less blur on the negative. The principle 
underlying the use of distance (2) is the 
fact that speeding objects appear to move 
more slowly as the distance increases be- 
tween the subject and the observer (or 
photographer). It is all a matter of rela- 
tivity and has to do with time and distance 
as indexed in our field of vision. Actually, 
the object is traveling X miles per hour; 


“away, it seems smaller in size and appears 
to be moving more slowly, than if you were 
fifty yards distant because the frame of 
vision is wider as we increase the distance 
from the subject to the eye. 

By the same token, the same speeding 
object appears to move more slowly if we 
see it coming at an angle rather than broad- 
side (3). The greater the angle, the greater 
the appearance of slowing down, until fin- 
ally, when the subject is coming towards 
us head-on, its movement seems neglible. 


- If we add the element of distance to the 


one of angle, the slowing down process in- 
creases proportionately. 

These points hold true with a camera 
and become significant influences upon our 
results as we can improve the circumstan- 
ces considerably providing our camera is 
suited to the requirements. It is for this 
reason that inexpensive and simple cameras 
are generally not suited to speed photo- 
graphy, for they lack the fast shutter 
speeds which make the photographer more 
or less independent. To be fully convinced 
of what happens on the film when an ex- 
posure is made of a speeding subject, shoot 
several pictures of the same subject at the 
same rate of speed and at the same dis- 
tance and angle, using various shutter speeds 
for each, ranging from 1/25th of a second 
to as fast as the particular shutter will go. 
Upon developing the negatives, the results 
will speak for themselves, and show how 
important fast shutter speeds are in most 
cases. 

As to shutters, some cameras are en- 
dewed with so-called “curtain shutters,” or 
“focal-plane shutters.” Shutters of this type 
can be geared to provide exposures up to 
1/1,000th of a second. More commonly 
used are the “between-the-lens” shutters, 
which consists of thin metal blades which 
open and close rapidly between the ele- 
ments of the lens. Such shutters rarely can 
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be designed to operate at speeds faster 
than 1/500th of a second. However, a 
1/500th second exposure will be found en- 
tirely adequate for most speed photography 

. providing care is exercised in angling 
and positioning the subject. For that mat- 
ter, a little careful management and an un- 
derstanding of the principles involved will 
make it possible to use even a simple box 
camera with a shutter speed of only 1/50th. 


Assuming that we are using a camera 
with a fast shutter, we must compensate 
with either a fast film or a fast lens, since 
fast shutter speeds demand a lot more 
light than slow shutter speeds. It is here 
that a fast or reasonably fast lens becomes 
useful even on dull or cloudy days 
it will still enable sufficient light to reach 
the film despite a fast shutter speed. Nat- 
uvally, a fast film (such as Ansco Superpan 
Press, Kodak Super-XX or Gevaert Geva- 
pan) helps just that much more. A lens 
of £:4.5 or faster will cover most require- 
ments in fairly good light. 


With these few basic points under our 
belts, let us now tackle some actual ways 
and means. For this discussion we_ shall 
defer consideration of pictorial and drama- 
tic elements to a future issue here 
we are concerned merely with securing a 
good, clear, sharp “record” photograph, and 
let the artistic applications fall where they 
may. As a guide, here are a few good rules 
to observe when shooting the races: 


1. Use the fastest shutter speed you have. 
This obviously ties in with using the correct 
exposure which, in unfavorable light, may 
necessitate using the lens at its widest aper- 
ture and/or the use of a fast film, to com- 
pensate for the shutter speed used. A re- 
liable exposure meter should be used to 
determine the correct exposure at any given 
shutter speed. 


2. Photograph speeding objects preferably 
at an angle; that is, having them coming 
towards, or going away from, you at an 
angle. Avoid taking “head-on” or “broad- 
side” shots, as such extreme angles do not 
present the subject in a pleasing position. 
Rather strive for a “three-quarter” view, 
thus showing both front and side. 


3. When in doubt, refrain from approach- 
ing the track too closely, for the nearer 
the camera is to the subject, the greater 
the danger from blur due to subject move- 
ment. On the other hand, this presupposes 
a rather small subject-image on the film 
(since the greater the distance, the smaller 
the subject), particularly when using min- 
iature cameras. Two avenues are open when 


this condition is present: (1) you can re- 
sort to enlarging only a small section of 
the negative and thus “blow up” the sub- 
ject (which requires a needle-sharp nega- 
tive image to start with) or (2) use a 
telephoto lens which magnifies the image 
(most cameras of popular type do not per- 
mit lenses to be interchanged and, even 
where this is possible, long-focus lenses in- 
troduce new elements to watch out for that 
need not concern us in this discussion). 
Making big enlargements is probably the 
most practical approach in this case, hence 
the need for crisp, sharp negatives. 


4. Where possible, visit the track or cir- 
cuit prior to the race and determine the 
best positions from which good, interest- 
ine pictures can be shot. Make a. note of 
the direction of sunlight on the course at 
the time of day the race will be held, and 
position yourself so to obtain good light. 


It was previously indicated that pictures 
should not be taken showing the subject 
“broad-side.” Generally speaking this is 
true but here is an exception. In 
the “swing technique,” the suggestion of 
speed (caused by the blurred background) 
eliminates the usual fault of “broad-side” 
shots when taken conventionally. 


Here is how it works: With the camera 
securely held and an eye glued to the view- 
finder, pick up the subject at a distance 
fiom you, and “follow” it as it approaches. 
When the car, group of cars, or motorcy- 
cles nears the point you have chosen to 
make the picture, release the shutter 
but without ceasing to move the camera. 
It is essential that the camera be kept 
moving all the time; before, during and 
after the exposure. With a little practice 
this becomes quite easy, all that is re- 
quired being to keep the subject in the 
center of the view-finder thruout the swing, 
and making the exposure at the most op- 
portune instant. 


The “swing technique” offers the decided 
advantage of (1) showing the subject in 
sharp, clear retief and (2) suggesting the 
speed at which it is traveling. Without 
moving the camera, a “broad-side” shot 

. assuming that a sufficiently fast shut- 
ter speed to stop the motion of the sub- 
ject shows the subject in a com- 
pletely static and uninteresting manner; for 
all it tells, the subject might as well have 
been standing still! And that is something 
to be avoided when shooting the races. 


An example of "swing technique" . ....note 
absence of spoke detail, blurred background. 
—TOWER STUDIOS 
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BONNEVILLE SITE OF 
NEW RECORD ATTEMPTS 


Three widely-diversified assaults on interna- 
tional speed records will be made on Utah’s 
Bonneville Salt Flats, 130 miles west of Salt 
Lake City, on Labor Day, September 4th, 
Clarence S. Beesemyer, executive vice-presi- 
dent of General Petroleum, co-sponsor of 
the events announced. 


Jimmy Jackson, driving the Cummins Diesel 
Special, which qualified at 129.208 mph in 
the 1950 Indianapolis race, will attempt to 
set six international records for diesel-powered 
cars. The records sought by the Cummins 


are the one, five, and ten mile marks, and 


the one, five, and ten kilometer distances. 


Roland R. Free, holder of the American one- 
mile motorcycle speed record of 150.3! mph, 
will attempt to shatter the world one-mile 
flying start motorcycle mark of 173.625 mph 
set by German rider Ernest Henne on the 
Autobahn in 1937 using a supercharged B.M.W. 
Free will again ride a Vincent (H.R.D.) 


Ab Jenkins, former mayor of Salt Lake City 
and holder of many long-distance automobile 
speed records from 100 miles up to 48 hours 
of continual running, will try to lower the 
one-hour mark of 182.513 mph, and possibly 
some of his longer records, using the giant 
Mormon Meteor in which he originally estab- 


lished them. His complete plans will be 
determined after he makes test runs on the 
salt later this month. 


A.A.A. will supervise all runs. 


FLASH— 
Word has just been received from the 
Southern California Timing Association's 


Bonneville National Speed Trials of a record 
breaking run by the Xydias-Batchelor “So-Cal 
Speed Shop Special” Mercury-powered 
streamliner. The two-way average for the 
mile was 208.835 mph with 210.92 mph as 
the fastest one-way run. 
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Nardi 750 Wins 


One of the most popular hill climbs in 
Italy is the Aosta-Gran San Bernardo which 
winds and twists up the side of the great 
San Bernardo Mountain. This exciting event 
is preceeded by a rugged preparatory climb- 
ing race from Susa to Moncenisio. 

In both of these climbs, the diminitive 
Nardi-Danese 750 cc sports car won a 
decisive victory in its class. On the Gran 
San Bernardo Climb, the popular Italian 
driver Scala set a time of 27 minutes, 30.02 
seconds (73.946 kph). This beat, by 46 


seconds, the previous class record, 


Hill Climb 


On the Susa-Moncenisio climb, Scala, 
again driving the Nardi 750, beat the exist- 
ing class record by 28 seconds. When the 
very poor condition of the roads on this 
course is considered, the high average speed 
of 55 mph becomes a very commendable 
feat. The 1950 event specified 80 octane 
gasoline while alcohol was allowed in 1949. 

The 750 Nardi is powered by a B.M.W. 
2-cylinder, horizontal oposed, air cooled, 
shaft-driven motorcycle engine. The chassis, 
of tubular truss design, was described in the 


February, 1950, issue of ROAD and TRACK. 


Elkhart Lake Read Race Won by Jim Kimberly 


was doing in excess of. 100 miles an hour as it 
flashed past the wire. 

Miss Sally Ann Chapin of Detroit come to 
Elkhart Lake to drive Jim Kimberly’s Healey 


With a spinning of wheels and meshing 
of gears, fifty sports cars enrolled in the 
Chicago and Milwaukee Region of the Sports 


Car Club of America renewed road racing 
in the Middle West. 


The scene was one of the country roads 
in the environs of the famed resort town 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. A 3.3 mile closed 
course which included five severe turns kept 
overall lap times comparatively low. The 
course was particularly rugged, yet in the 
opinion of many experts in attendance, it 
was the finest yet found in the entire country. 


James Kimberly’s sleek Ferrari went out in 
front in the 67-mile feature event to win easily 
and take the high honors for the day. He had 
an averaged speed of 73 mph for the course, 
with one turn requiring speeds of less than 15 
miles an hour for successful negotiation. He 
was followed a minute later by Fred Wacker, 
Jr. in a Healey Silverstone. Third went to 
James Feld in a Jaguar XK-120. Feld drove a 
steady race for a novice, and it is to be said 
that he was only surpassed in his skill as a new- 
‘comer to the field by Steve Brigg’s handling 
of his XK-120 in the novice race for cars over 
1500 cc. Briggs, starting in the last position, 
constantly increased his lap speed and position 
without a falter to finish third in a 33-mile race. 


Among the under 1500 cc. cars in the feature, 
Karl Brocken drove his black TD-M.G. to victory 
in the 67-mile event in 63:10.10 followed 7 
seconds later by Bayard Sheldon of Chicago. 
Sheldon was clocked in his 16th lap at an elapsed 
time equivalent to an average speed of 68 mph. 
He was driving probably the fastest M.G. in the 
events, a TC model owned by Brooks Stevens 
of Milwaukee and expertly tuned by Fred Strat- 
ton of that city. Third place fell to Sandy Mac- 
Arthur and James Floria. Both lost an oppor- 
tunity to place by running out of gas. Among 
the M.G.s who went out during the main 
event were Bud Seaverns with a burning clutch 
and Larry Whiting, Jr., who had won the nov- 
ice under 1500 ce race, with a tightly bound 
gear box. Fred Stratton took second place in 
this novice event. 


Among the big thrills of the day was the 
vintage car race wherein first place went to 
George Campbell’s 1929 Packard Tourer, fol- 
lowed by less than a car length by Brooks 
Steven’s 1911 Marmon Raceabout. Third place 
was literally snatched at the finish line by 
Carl Mueller in his 1930 Bentley Tourer which 


Miss Sally Chapin taking 70° turn in Ladies Race in which she 


26 


to victory in the ladies 16-mile event. She was 
only a few seconds slower than Ted Boynton 
who ably drove the same car to victory in the 
over 1500 cc.event for novice drivers. 


A Concours d’Elegance numbering better than 
eighty automobiles thrilled the crowd immedi- 
ately after a luncheon recess with such pieces 
as D. Cameron Peck’s Hispano-Suiza circa 1912 
King Alphonse XIII and a splendid Winton 
owned by William Hayssen, a local entrant. 

It is hoped by many of those present that it 
will be an annual affair, as is the home of its 
organizers, the Chicago and Milwaukee Regions 
S.C.C.A. and the Businessmen’s Association of 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. 


Much credit goes to the organizing committee 
headed by Mr. James Johnson of Elkhart Lake, 
and Mr. C. Bayard Sheldon, Activities Chair- 
man, Chicago Region S.C.C.A.; however, their 
plans could never have become a reality without 
help from the townspeople of Elkhart Lake and 


such club members as Corwith Hamill, Sect- 
Treas., Chicago Region; Roy Kramer, Chief 
Timer; Sandor Kremer, Chief Starter; Karl 


Brocken, Activities Chairman, Milwaukee Reg- 
ion; Fred G. Wacker, Jr., Chicago Region Ex- 
ecutive; Carl Mueller, Milwaukee Region Execu- 
tive; and Mr. James Kimberly, thru whose ef- 
forts the course was originally located. 


Feature Race — 20 laps 67.0 Miles 


1. James Kimberly Ferrari 
2. Fred G. Wacker, Jr. Healey Silverstone 
8. James Feld Jaguar XK-120 
4. Karl Brocken M.G. TD 
5. Bayard Sheldon M.G TC 
6. Corwith Hamill Allard Tourer 
7. Edward MacArthur M.G. TC 
Over 1500 cc Novice Race — 10 laps 
1. C. Ted Boynton Healey Silverstone 
2. Thomas A. Friedman XK 120 
8. Stephen Briggs XK 120 
4. Corwith Hamill Allard 
Under 1500 cc Novice Race — 10 laps 
1. Lawrence Whiting, Jr. M.G. TD 
2. Fred Stratton M.G. TC 
8. George A, Seaverns M.G. TC 
4, Andy Rosenberger M.G. TC 
Ladies Race — 5 laps — 16.75 Miles 
1. Sally Ann Chapin Healey Silverstone 
2. Joan Hamill Allard 
8. Natalie Seaverns M.G. TC 
4. Joan Briggs M.G. TC 


ultimately finished first. 
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RACE CAR ENGINEERING 


Specializing in Foreign and 


Sports Car body and 


fender repair 


e Expert aluminum forming and repair | ~ 


© Special hood louvres 


DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS 
of 
OUTSTANDING 
RACE CARS 


5822 W. Washington Blvd. 
Culver City, California 


Phone WAlInut 1331 


EDDIE MEYER 


RACING PISTONS 


POWER AND SPEED 
EQUIPMENT FOR 
FORD AND MERCURY 


EQUIPMENT FOR: 
BOATS 

MIDGETS 

RACE CARS 
SPORT CARS 


established 1918 


EDDIE MEYER 


ENGINEERING COMPANY 


645 N. Robertson Blvd., W. Hollywood 46, Calif. 
Phone BRadshaw 2-1205 & CRestview 6-2948 
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DETROIT DIRT 


by Sedanette 


The Munitions Board has pretty well 
completed plans for the placement of mili- 
tary orders with the Detroit auto-makers, 
and has, in many instances gone so far as 
to place stand-by orders in the form of 
“working schedules” with several key sup- 
pliers. These schedules will be activated 
immediately should full mobilization result 
from any future development in the world 
situation. There are between 600 and 700 
items on this list of stand-by orders, and 
the list will grow in order of importance. 


Meanwhile, the motor car manufacturers 
are going ahead on a “business as usual” 
basis. CADILLAC has been assigned the 
supervision and operation of the Cleveland 
aircraft plant formerly operated by Fisher 
Body. 28-ton tanks will be built there; no 
war work is scheduled at the local plant. 
No effect is anticipated on Cadillac’s pro- 
duction, despite rumors to the contrary. A 
possible material shortage may have some 
effect later on, but this will be prevalent 
thruout the industry. 


PACKARD’S new car has been seen in 
limited quantities around Detroit. One in- 
teresting feature is the dropped hood line, 
following current European practice. This 
may start a trend, but it will be difficult 
to accomplish on a “face-lift” program, as 
the hood sheet metal already comes very 
close to the top of the radiator on many of 
the present designs. Dropped nose _ lines 
will either call for the use of a cross flow 
radiator core, or for major revisions to the 
present core and the use of large expan- 
sion tanks. 


In line with “business as usual” policy, 
rumors are that one or two of the larger 
manufacturers may announce brand new 
lines some time early next year. Persistent 
rumors are that the new FORD is com- 
pletely finalized and tooling virtually com- 
pleted, tho’ the new o.h.v. V-8 will not be 
in the line for some time, probably in late 
51 or early °52. The new push rod o.h.v. 
six may be offered in the 51 line to be 
announced in September. The ’51 is a face 
lift job with two spinners in the grille, 
new instrument panel, etc. General accept- 
ance of the “Crestliner”’ may indicate in- 
clusion of fabric top coverings and special 
paint jobs as optional finish. 


One of the G.M. lines, probably OLDS- 
MOBILE, may be entirely new for 51, new 
“from wheels to roof panel.” And KAISER- 
FRAZER have set a pattern for lowness, 
so don’t be surprised to see a much lower 
“step down” type of car coming from G.M. 
soon. 


NASH “n.x.i.” is ready for tooling in a re- 
vised version, but Nash says it will not be 
produced for some time due to material 
shortages. It will have a longer wheelbase, 
a bench-type seat and a larger engine. It 
will be, in effect, a smaller version of the 
Rambler. Nash has experimented with an op- 
posed engine, as have most of the other 
manufacturers, but has given it up. The 
main objection to the opposed engine is 
that the low location in the chassis makes 
servicing very difficult, the cylinder heads 
being on the center line of the drive shaft. 


CROSLEY is said to be readying a new 
line of passenger cars based on the Hot 
Shot chassis and using the Hot Shot front 
end sheet metal. Bodies will be very Italian 
in looks and the new line may have better 
suspension and a four speed transmission. 
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Clark 


Header 


Batauced TWIN EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


~ ~\ 2 u 
Ze Y 


There is no single item that you 
can put on your stock engine 
that will give you as much in 
return for your money as a 
Clark Balanced Twin Dual 
Header Muffler Kit. 


Average gains made by their 
use are: 


3 more miles to each 
gallon of gasoline 


13% more horsepower 
15% greater top speed 
Double your valve life 
35% less bearing wear 
Cooler running engine 


Chevy Headers 
for Chevrolet '37-'48 
Chevy Dual Muffler Kits 


WRITE FOR 


FREE 


NO CUTTING OR WELDING. 
COMPLETE 3ET OF RUBBER MOUNTED 
BRACKETS: SUPPLIED. 


ALL CLARK HEADER PRODUCTS 
ARE GUARANTEED TO GIVE TOP 
PERFORMANCE 


Clark D & S Dual Manifolds 
Clark Chevrolet Dual Manifolds 
Clark Headers 


INFORMATION 


Clark Header Company 


7049 E. Firestone, Downey, Calif. 


§ COLLINS 


OR. PO Re Amie =D 
LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF. e 


iN C 
5552 ALHAMBRA AVENUE ° 


A favorite for PLYMOUTH-DODGE own- 
ers—the %4 grind continues as one of the 
most popular in the stock car field be- 
cause of exceptionally good idle and 
acceleration characteristics together with 
a top speed factor. 


CAMS GROUND FOR ANY MAKE—ANY MODEL 


Phone CApitol 4610 
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T R°O°P He lCEss 


of all types 


for 


SPORTS CAR COMPETITION 
CUPS — DASH PLAQUES ~ MEDALLIONS 


CUSTOM DESIGNED BY THE MAKERS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA SPORTS CAR CLUB EMBLEM 


iftcraft 


Telephone— 


1526 N. Cahuenga 
GRanite 0219 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Gran 


(| PISTON RINGS. 


@ FASTEST TIME EVER AT INDIANAPOLIS 

@ EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN TOP SPORTS CARS 
@ WINNER AT SANTA ANA 

@ BEST TIME AT ACCELERATION MEET, EL SEGUNDO 


GRANT & GRANT, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4 


eyAIR »RAIL 
sy MOTOR TRUCK 


Hi-Performance 
Equipment for 
EVERY MAKE 
of automobile 


Yes, shipments go out daily from NEWHOUSE of CALIFORNIA via every 
known means of transportation. THOUSANDS of items are carried in stock 
for IMMEDIATE shipment. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


We feature Speed-Dress-up Equipment for Race Cars and all makes of 
Passenger Cars—Custom Ignitions, Camshafts, Mufflers, Flywheels, 
Dual and Three Carburetor Manifolds, High-Compression Heads, Crash 
Helmets etc., etc. Thousands of items IN STOCK. 


NEW 1951 ILLUSTRATED RACING 
EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE, 25c 
Dealers, Garages, Speed Shops—Please request our WHOLESALE catalogue 
ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST SPEED EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS 


Ww 


po” «WE SHIP ALL OVER THE WORLD 


R-10, Los Angeles 22, Calif., UN. 1-5553 


East Beverly Blvd., Dept. Phone 


PROJECT LE MANS 1950 
(Continued from page 5) 


reply. This was the worst moment of all. 
And then the flag fell. 

As I rushed across the road I felt Briggs 
pass me but I was ahead of Cole. Then I 
tugged on the door and it would not open. 
I tugged again and heard Cole’s engine 
starting. Finally in desperation I checked 
the lock and sure enough it was down 
(locked), how I will never know. As I 
jumped in and started Cole was going un- 
der the bridge but at least I was second 
away. 

The cars sorted out rapidly and as the 
leaders flew by I steadied down to try for 
6:15 per lap. It was a terrible shock, next 
time around, to see the yellow flags and the 
streamliner deep in the sand at Mulsanne. I 
had requested that shovels be put in the 
cars but as I came round again and saw 
Briggs digging ‘furiously with his hands I 
realized that someone had forgotten. Sever- 
al laps later it was a relief to see that he 
had gone on. The pits told me that I was 
lapping between 5:50 and 6:00. As the 
car seemed under no strain and I was using 


the brakes most sparingly I determined to — 


maintain this time for a while longer. We 
had to accelerate gingerly as the detonation 
was severe. The fuel was poorer than our 
poorest and probably did not exceed. 70 oc- 
tane. We could use full throttle on the 
straight but we had to be gentle coming 
out of turns. Tom Cole breke four pistons 
in practice because of detonation. With 
twenty-three hours to go, we did everything 
to try to save the car. We used second 
gear only on Mulsanne, and Arnage, shift- 
ing gently and never power-shifting. And 
then, about eight o’clock, without any warn- 
ing and on the Tours straight I ran out of 
gas. This was two hours before our sched- 
uled pit stop, but the backfiring was un- 
mistakable. Frank Burrell, that amazing 
yeung man from the Cadillac engine depart- 
ment, had told me that the cars will run 
about ten miles when they are out of gas, 
and I hoped he was right! It finally would 
hold at about 25 mph and I limped on with 
my heart in my throat the whole way ’round. 

We had a quick pit stop. Our plan called 
for the old driver to do the pit work, thus 
leaving the new driver fresh. We needed 
a quart of oil, the tires looked good, the 
windshield was dirty, and the covers were 
removed from the headlights. Miles was 
going to have the twilight hours after all. 
He hopped in and was soon lapping in the 
neighborhood of 5:48 and appeared to be 
enjoying himself in spite of the “slower” 
signals from the pits. The rest of the race 
fades into a monotony of eating, sleeping, 
and driving. Miles came back in at about 
11:30. The bugs were very bad on the wind- 
shield but they settled an argument between 
us. I had maintained that we had worse 
bugs in Florida and Miles put his money on 
the Sarthe variety. I lost. During this shift 
I slowed to around 6:10. Coming out of 
Arnage I was going slow enough to use the 
windshield squirters and they helped keep 
the bugs off admirably. 

Toward the end of my shift we began 
to have fog. It is most common on the 
course and is shallow ground fog. One time 
around it will bein one place, the next time 
it will be somewhere else. It was particular- 
ly bad at White House, the stretch before 
the pits, and a bit at the start of the Tours 
straight. I found the only way to take White 
House was to go into the right hand bend 
at 4000 rpm as usual. That is where you 
would hit the fog. I would then count one- 
thousand-and-one, one-thousand-and-two and 
then cut viciously to the left, completely 
blind ‘in the fog, a second later breaking 
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CLASSIFIED 


Classified advertising rates: 15 cents per word, 


3.00 minimum charge. Payments must accom_ 
pany all copy. 


RARE CARS FOR SALE 


AUBURNS, 1930, 8-cylinder Lycoming. 1 clean 
sport sedan, 1 Hot-Rod. 16-17-18 inch quick- 
change wheels. Spare parts, also 1928 chassis. 
Contact Harvey Last, Grafton, Wisconsin. 

DUESENBERG OWNERS! ATTENTION ! Need 
parts? Model-J Rollston 2-door 1935. Buick 1941 
Rdmaster eng. and transmiss.- six 17” wheels 


$200. J. L. Ward, 1028 Tenth Street, Modesto, 
Calif. 


FOREIGN CARS FOR SALE 


ROLLS-ROYCE ROADSTER, Silver Ghost model, 
1925. Perfect condition, New Tires and Uphol- 
stery, color light gray. Will sell or trade for 
M.G. P. M. Ingram, Box 101,’ Belle, Missouri. 
DELAHAYE 135 PARTS for sale, Engine, Chas- 
- sis-body (Paris Chapron), wheels 17”, hubs 52 
mm knock-on caps, four-speed close-ratio gear 


box. Mike Vaughn, 734 W. Peachtree, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


FOREIGN CARS WANTED TO BUY 


M.G. USED. Please forward information as to 
condition and price to: Chas. E. Shaw, 418 
Clarendon Rd., East Lansing, Mich. 


BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 


WANT June 1947 and August 1948 numbers 
ROAD AND TRACK MAGAZINE. Will pay 
$2.00 each for complete legible copies. Clarence 
P. Pickering, 86 Eighth St., Providence 6. R.I. 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 


“SPEED EQUIPMENT BARGAINS” — Hollywood 
Mufflers $4.50, V-8 Duals $15.90, V-8 High 
Compression Heads $23.50. Chrome Carburetor 
Stacks 98c, Dual Manifolds $9.95, Chrome Tail- 
Pipe Megaphones $1.55, Racing Camshafts 
$29.95, Water Injectors $12.95. All popular 
Brands—Big Illustrated Catalog 25c (Dealers 
Wanted). Almquist Engineering, Milford 48K, 
Pennsylvania. 


AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 


JUST OUT! Get largest auto accessory and parts 
catalog in world. Over 15,000 items, including 
Hollywood accessories, hi-speed equipment, re- 
built engines; all parts and accessories for all 
ears, trucks. New, used, rebuilt! We have that 
hard to get part! Completely illustrated, Jam- 
packed with bargains. Send 25c. 

J. ©. WHITNEY CO., 1919-DP Archer’ Ave., 
Chicago 16, Ill. 


MINIATURE “OLD TIMERS” AUTO SET 


MAXWELL 


1911 Model $950 


“Runabout” 


This was the first in the series of “Old Timers 
scale model autos! Maxwell is the sentimental 
favorite! This 2-cylinder, 2-seater Roadster was 
one of the “Big 4” back 40 years ago! Used by ' 
professional and business men, it cut quite a 
figure with its bright red_ body, red wheels, 
black top and fenders, with lights and fittings 
‘of shiny brass! All pre-fabricated parts. Easy- 
to-follow instructions included. Length 7¥2 
when'completed. Only $2.50. 12 other models: 
3 Ford “A” . $2.50 | 1910 Model 
1904 Olds .....$1.95| “T” Ford ...... $2.50 
1909 Stanley 1903 Rambler....$2.50 
Steamer..........$2.95 ] 1909 Model 
1911 Buick......$2.50] “T” Ford........$2.95 
1910 International | 1900 Packard ... $2.50 
Harvester....... $2.95 | 1903 Cadillac....$2.50 


1914 Stutz 1911 Mercer 
Bearcat.........$3.95| Raceabout..... $3.95! 


ite to us 
them of your hobby, toy, or department store, or wri 
ar Add 25¢ tor postage and handling; no (€. 0. D.'s, please. 


FREE! 
Write for 
Your Copy of 
Our 4-Color 
FOLDER: 


Hudson Miniatures’ ‘‘OLD TIMERS’”’ 


SCRANTON HOBBY CENTER, Dept.38, Scranton 10, Pa. 
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“ALL IN ONE” 
SHIPMENTS 


Here is a sample of ALL IN ONE values 


Parts may be ordered individually 


¢ Witteman Adjustable Tappet V-8 $13.60 
Kits Complete A&B 8.00 
¢ Hi-Tension Valve Spring V-8 4.00 
Kits (eliminates floating valves) ASB 3.25 
¢ Matched Metal Timing Gear V-8 5595 
Sets ‘replaces stock fibre gears) AGB 5.50 
¢ Cam Bearing Sets (oil pressure secret) 3.00 


*cALL IN ONE” 


C.0.D. ORDERS =WRITE- CAM KITS 
We deliver to your door, : IE Includ hoice 
send 20% deposit For details on our other kits Site ahaeni gia or 
balance C.0.D.—all including ALL CARS — Specify SPECIAL full cam with 
SHIPMENTS INSURED make, model, info. desired. KIT #1 adjust. tappet set. 
ALL LITERATURE—NO CHARGE Add $5 if Is- 
: $ kenderian or other 
Your National Distributor —PROMPT REPLYS— grind specified. 
SH ELL A LEWIE Includes all items 
SctcIAL in above bates 
iS : , adj. taps., 
11431 Santa Monica Blvd., Dept R, Los Angeles 25, Calif. | Kir zt2 (omens e wrench, 
° . ‘4 ‘ » hi 
*Meaning all items you need can be secured in $46 Peeesecinaete 
ONE ORDER--ONE SHIPMENT--ONE ITEMIZED INVOICE cam bearings. 
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Use the air-cleaner Race Drivers use, get yours now! 


wunes AIR FILTER * 


for Sport and Stock Cars 


Developed and used on Championship race-cars 
at Indianapolis Speedway and Dirt Tracks thru.out the Nation. 
Scientific: Proven to be NOWN-restricting. 

Beautiful: Brilliant chromed steel bonnets. 
Efficient: Knitted copper mesh filter-pack 
means PERFECTION AIR CLEANING! 
Cash with order, 
postage prepaid. 
Deoler inquiries 


Se 


If your dealer is 


unable to 


#F-258 for MERC & FORD.__.$4.25 ea. 


supply, 
4V2.’ O.D.) invited. order direct. | 
Spacer-ring (50c ea.) adapts to CHEV (2 5/16” neck) . " 
#M-125 for MGs... $4.95 each. 


When installing Hellings Air Cleaners on MG, 


fill_rocker-box vent with M.87 Plug .85c¢ ea. 
ree HELLINGS COMPANY 


GANS? ForlaguariXK=1202:98.7.5'20- ae airs Veneta Norma Hell eeacent 
Om ms Ges ee ess ee es eee ee ee ee ee ee ee es 


TROP Eis 


Send $1.00 for illustrated Catalog 
Refunded on first order 
Spot Enterprises 
5851 W. Washington Blvd. 
Culver City, California 


ATTENTION DEALERS 


Write on Letterhead for free copy of illus- 
trated Price Schedule of hottest California 
Accessories. 
JET AUTO SUPPLY, DEPT. RT 
12131 Ventura Bivd. 
Studio City, (L.A.) Calif. 


Builders of 
Custom & Competition Engines 
e Clay Smith Cams For Every Use 


e All Racing Equipment Available 


SMITH & JONES 


2612 E. Spring St., Long Beach, Calif. 


L. B. 4-4663 


OFFICIAL 1950 Indianapolis Yearbook! yew pRODUCTS 


the 


300 PHOTOS 
CHARTS-DRAWINGS 
COMPLETE HISTORY 
OF 1950 RALE 


stories, 


320 page history 1911 
1946 Year-book - $ bas 
1948 - $1.50... 1949 = $1.50. 


by Floyd 


Clymer 


NOW READY 


112 PAGES 
CHARTS 
NEW, 


driver histories, 


world over . 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY .. . es 
PRICES—$1.50 postpaid or $3.00 for De Luxe Edition 
Fabrikoid bound with gold leaf lettering. 


LARGER and_ better-than-ever. 
famous race authorities with technical data, feature 
cartoons, 
highlights and lap-by-lap comments. : oe 

Photos of world famous drivers, mechanics, officials, 
personalities. New interesting, informative ads. TWICE 
as large as former editions . . 
of the 1950 race that will be treasured by race fans 
. . truly the “bible” of Indianapolis. 


300 FOTOS 
cs DRAWINGS 
Articles by 


newsy comments, 


. @ permanent record 


Order NOW! 


STILL AVAILABLE! 


to | 
1.00 


“Feld Anca 
on 

1S OF MAN 

oy 

pth 
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1950 U. S. Cars 


All makes shown with 
technicai data, en- 
gine, chassis, specifi- 
cations, clearances, 
many photos, charts, 
drawings. “How to 
Tow or Push’ auto- 
matic transmission 
cars. Complete data 
every U. S. Car. Com- 
pare them all in one 


fees $2.00 


Motorcycle 
Road Racing 


‘Complete story British 
T.T. Race on Isle of 
Man, 1907 to date. 
Many photos’ world 
famous riders and 
motorcycles. Thrilling 
story world’s most fa- 


mous race........ $2.00 


BRO ETI 
RSSOUOUOT NS *, 


The CLYMER 
Stylish Low Crown 
Crash Helmet 


Smooth Metal yeah 
‘op, no Seams Light and Cool 


Flanible 


ivor 


Sponge Rubber 
over temple 
Cloth Lining 
Inside Leather 
for Comfort 


Strap 
2 Solety Straps T 
Keep Adjust- # 


Buckle in Place 


Gives real protection, Light in weight, yet 
exceptionally strong, perfect fit assured. 
t Worn by country’s greatest riders. Give hat 
3 size when ordering. Model D... 25.00 


FLOYD CLYMER 


1268-R S. ALVARADO, 


32 


- SEND FOR FREE CATA 


Sports Car 
E . Over 160 Fotos, 
ngine Charts Drawings on 
A new book .. . 40 Special Race Cars... 
Fotos, charts, draw- England, Germany, 
ings. Technical and France, Australia, U. 
all other data on all _S., Italy. A complete 


Sports Car Engines. A 
MUST for Sports Car 
Fans $1.50 


CHEVROLET 
Owner’s Handbook 


Complete new service data 
book all Chevrolets 1929 to 
1950 including Powerglide 
models. Every Chevrolet 
owner needs this manual. 
Many charts, drawings, 
sketches every important 


UNIT eres cee $1.50 


FOR 
Owner’s Handbook 


Complete maintenance and 
repair data. Covers ALL 
models 1932 to 1950. 
Charts, drawings, pictures, 
and tables of clearances 
and adjustments. Data on 
Ford SIX included. The 
only COMPLETE Ford re- 
pair book on the market. 
Covers all parts of the car, 
engine, transmission, rear 
end, electrical system, fuel 
system, brakes, shock ab- 
sorbers steering and other 
important parts -... $1.50 


Model “A” 
Service Manual 


All repair info $1.00 


And Hot Rods 


Manual of Speed da- 
ta. 
construction ..$1,50 


946 races - $3.50... 
. 1947-$1.00 


= 5 2 : 
RACING CARs 
WGC Recs of the World 


Racing Cars 


Handbook for 


GRAND CANYON 
ECONOMY TEST 


150 photos—64 pages 
Read about 31 Stock Cars 
in 751 mile test over 
mountains, to Death Val- 
ley desert, to Grand Can- 
yon. Rules, results, arti- 
cles by authorities, ex- 
perts, how to save gaso- 
line article. Travelog by 


Clymer. $1 .50 


LIFE OF TED HORN 


Three-time American Auto 
Racing Champion. Colorful. 
95 Photos in book $2.00 


NATIONAL AIR RACE 


All results, data, planes, 
pilots, plans 14 winning 
planes. 200 sketches, 
charts, drawings.....$2.00 


GERMAN RACING 
CARS AND DRIVERS 
Over 300 photos, complete 
data all German race cars 
pre-war, post-war. All fa- 
mous Grand Prix Races, 
history German drivers, 
past and present, new Ger- 


man Race Cars......§2.00 
De Luxe Edition....63,50 


LOG - 


UMotorbookes 


LOS ANGELES 6, CALIF. 


OIL-CUE IS AN OIL-LEVEL INDICATOR 


This instrument actually measures the amount 
of oil by weight and when level is one quart 
low, an amber light appears on the dash. If the 
level drops two quarts, a red light glows. The 
unit is said to be uneffected by varying visco- 
sity of oil and gives a warning if, for any 
reason, the system is inoperative. Oil-Cue is 
available for all crankcases and automatic 
transmissions from Parkwood Mfg. Co. of - 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


FINNED ALUMINUM UPPER WATER TUBES 
Finned Aluminum Water Tubes, which were 


designed to provide additional cooling for 
“hotted-up” 1937 to 1948 Ford and Mercury 
engines, are claimed to reduce water temper- 
ature as much as 20% when installed in place 
of regular water hose. Low cost and ease of 
installation are features. Available from Warren 
Fraser’s Custom Engine Parts, 5853 W. Washing- 
ton Blvd., Culver City 10, California. 


| 


VISOLATOR VISABLE OIL FLOW GAUGE 


A constant visual check on the condition of 
both the oil and the filter cartridge of an 
engine is provided "by this unit. Viscosity, color, 
and rate of flow of the oil can easily be ob- 
served when engine is operating. The Visolator, 
which is supplied in a universal model that fits 
any filter without the use of extra lines or 
adapters, is manufactured by the Visolator Cor- 
poration, 807 E. Sacramento, Altadena 3, 
California. 


Please Mention Road & Track 


Racing Fuel Formulas 
New book just off the press 


e 
Fuel secrets, all about Methanol, Aico- 
hol, Benzol, Toluene, Ether, Xylene, 


Doping gasoline, etc., for Hot Rods, 
Motorcycles, Sport Cars, Midgets and 
Indianapolis Cars. 


Special Carburetors, Ignition systems, 
Gas savers, Water injectors, and Over- 


drive Conversions. 
e 


Price $1.00 


WHITE & LANGNECKER 
‘2502 Twelfth Avenue 
Beaver Falls, Penna. 


ROAD and TRACK, October, 1950 


ew 


ee 


INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTS CAR 
GRAND PRIX 


Authorized by the Commission Sportive of the Federation Internation- 
ale de |'Automobile, Paris, in accordance with Articles 15 and 19 of 
the Code Sportif of the FIA. Run under the Sanction of the American 
Automobile Association. Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, 
Watkins Glen, N.Y., and the Sports Car Club of America, Incor- 
porated. 


WATKINS GLEN - SEPTEMBER 23 


Watkins Glen is situated on the southern end of Lake Seneca, N.Y.; 
37 miles south of Geneva, N.Y.; 25 miles west of Ithica, N.Y.; and 20 
miles north of Elmira, N.Y.; on N.Y. Route 14. 


IF YOU OWN A FORD V8 or MERCURY 


1935-1950 
THE BEST SINGLE IMPROVEMENT YOU CAN MAKE 


Is TO 


INSTALL THE 


TYPICAL 
STANDARD FORD 
OR MERCURY 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 
a 
COMPLETE 
WITH MELLO-TONE MUFFLERS eZ 
In cases where the straight through 
It is a well known fact that the Standard Congested Ex- mufflers are not desired, the Equa- EQUA-FLOW 
haust Systems on Fords and Mercurys create an Exhaust Flow Exhaust Systems may be ordered 
Back Pressure that consumes a large percentage of the En- less mufflers. Stock Mufflers may then EXHAUST SYSTEM 
gine Horsepower preventing that percentage of the Engine be used, (except in the case of 1935 
Horsepower from reaching the rear wheels. | & 36 V8), with very little loss in 
The Belond Equa-Flow Exhaust System eliminates Exhaust efficiency and will be very quiet in 
Back Pressure, increasing the Horsepower that reaches the tone. 


rear wheels. ae ; 
Other benefits of eliminating Back Pressure are: increased 


gasoline mileage, higher ae ee improved alt around EQUA-FLOW SYSTEM LESS MUFFLERS $39.50 => 

for , reduced possibility of overheating, longer en- ‘ é . N 
Uae titewadid’ a deanite reduction in operating and repair With Left Side Stock Muffler only 44.50 (except 35-36 V8) \ 
Sueca Weed Habeas Svat lable comple With Both Stock Mufflers 49.50 (except 35-36 V8) “Q-> 

- “xnaus ystems are availa 
Sie all acts Sietesaty for See eeniay ation Including EXHAUST HEADERS ONLY 27.50 
i traight through Steel Packe ello-Tone Mufflers. 

gor acaveniience of those who may already have a EXTENSIONS TO MUFFLERS 6.50 
TNs IG RS ar ter peg FREE LITERATURE—ENCLOSE 10c TO COVER POSTAGE G HANDLING 


and Extensions to MufHlers may be ordered separately. 


4 
DEALERS—FORWARD INQUIRIES ON YOUR LETTERHEAD gyn e WA 
IF YOUR DEALER CAN’T SUPPLY YOU . 
50% Deposit must accompany all C.O.D. 


orders ; , RDER FROM... 
esheets Sins tae MOE LER COMPANY 


GIVE MAKE, YEAR, MODEL AND ALL OTHER DATA 11039-49 WASHINGTON BLYD., CULVER CITY 6, CALIF. 


FLASH! ALL EXISTING 


HORSEPOWER RECORDS .... 


SS 


SMASHED! 


_cusing an ISKENDERIAN Mushroom Cam 


A NEW HIGH OF 243 _ 4H.P. 


Once again the Iskenderian Mushroom Cam takes the spot- 
lite with a smashing record breaking performance. 

Bill Walker's flat head 35/16 x 4'/g Mercury engine de- 
veloped a strong 243 h.p. at 5,000 r.p.m. on the Tony 
Capanna dynamometer. This is the highest h.p. ever de- 
veloped from the Mercury engine to the best of our know- 
ledge. This achievement was made possible by the use of 


the ISKENDERIAN MUSHROOM TRACK GRIND cam. On 


“The Cam of Records and Successes” 


Phoenix, Arizona 
Carl Grimes Mach. Shop 
4405 N. Seventh St. 


Alameda, California 
George Bonsteel 
2301 Eagle Ave. 


Bakersfield, Calif. 
Ernest Hashim 
Debolts Aut Mach. Shop 


Lafayette, Cal. 
Valley Trim Shop 
Box 626 


Les Angeles, Calif. 
Edelbrock Race. Equip. 
4921 West Jefferson 


Newport Beach, Calif. 
Hossie’s Speep Shop 
6908 State Hwy 101 


Porterville, Calif. 
Gray Auto Supply Co. 
1365 West Olive 


San Bernardino, Calif. 
Scotty’s Auto Supply 
888 Fourth St. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Merrit’s Carb‘tor Elec, 
3300 Army Street 


San Luis Obispo, Cal. 
Jim Wier’s Speed Shop 
Rt. 2, Box 215B 

San Mateo, California 
S. S. Auto Parts 

211 Twelfth Ave. 


Santa Cruz, Calif. 
Paul’s Self Service 


Stockton, California 
Jim Zappetini 
742 N. Wilson Way 


The most complete and 
“VALVE TIMING FOR MAXIMUM OUTPUT.” 
Also gives speed hints on Ford and Chevrolet, applications and prices. 
explaining the installation of the Iskenderian Mushroom Tappet V-8 Track Grind Cams, Engine modi- 
Included with the booklet is ‘‘The Secret of Cooling the Ford V-8” 


fications and Dynamometer results. 
aNd a wallet size calculator for converting RPM to MPH. 


ED ISKENDERIAN 
Los Angeles 16T,Calif. 


Tulare, California 
Danny's Speed Shop 
Rt. 3; Box 272 


Turlock, Cal. 
Bus Schaller 
Box 31 


West Los Angeles, Cal. 
Lewie Shell 
11726 Wilshire Blvd. 


Denver 4, Colorado 
Bandimere’s Auto Parts 
803 Champa St. 


Hartford, Conn, 
Speed Parts, Inc. 
26 John St. 


Dagsboro, Delaware 
Hudson Bros. Garage 


Washington 11, D.C. 
Ray’s Custom Shop 


520 Rittenhouse N. W. 


Miami 37, Florida 
Grant Ring Sales 
181 N.W. 41st St. 


Pensacola, Fla. 
D. M. Witherill Co. 
713 Palifox St. 


Macon, Ga. 
George Yetter 
2435 Dardin Dr. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Bill Von Esser 
3307 W. Irving Park 


Goshen, Ind. 
Ray’s Auto Body 
313 N. 5th St 


5000 W. Jefferson 


Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
Ralph’s Muffler Shop 
834 Massachusetts Ave. 


Davenport, lowa 
Cliff Johnson 
1328 Ninth St. 


Davenport, lowa 
Strum Auto Supply 
309 W 3rd St. 


Des Moines, lowa 
J-R Engine Rebuilding 
808 E. 12th St. 


Des Moines, lowa 
Van’s Speed Shop 
1930 Forrest Ave. 


Wichita, Kansas 
Seneca Street Garage 
1301 Seneca Street 


New Orleans 19, La. 
Paragon Engine Co. 
8662 Pontchartrain Blv. 


Baltimore 30, Md. 
John C. Earley 
30 Compass Road 


Belmont 78, Mass. 
Ed Stone 
28 Emerson St. 


Detroit, Michigan 
Dearborn Speed Shop 
11443 Mansfield 


Detroit, Michigan 
Hot Rod Shop 
8249 Grand River 


Detroit 24, Michigan 
Motor City Sp’d Shop 
20452 Harper Ave. 


ESTABLISHED 


July 15, 1950, this engine, installed in a 34 type car chassis, 
officially clocked 162 m.p.h. at the Russetta Drylake Meet. 
This was not only the fastest time of the day, but the fastest 
ever recorded for this type of chassis. 
Here, in undisputed proof, is evidence of Iskenderian success 
in advanced cam design. Constant experimentation and pre- 
cision craftsmanship is your assurance of peak performance 
when you use an Iskenderian Cam. 


SEND ONLY 25¢ FOR THE 1950 CATALOGUE & CALCULATOR 
informative booklet ever published on Racing Cams. 


Flint, Mich. 


The Speed Shop 
3318 Fenton Rd. 


Pontiac, Michigan 
Johnny Wohlfeil 
2274 S. Telegraph Rd. 


St. Paul, Minnesota 
Motor Repair Service 
1634 University Ave. 


Raytown, Mo. 
Oliver Jennings 
Mach. Shop 

RFD #3 


St. Louis 9, Mo. 


Ed Debrecht 


8510 Watson Rd. 


Omaha 2, Nebraska 
Barbour’s Speed Shop 
2867 Farnam St. 


Superior, Nebr. 


Superior Auto Wrecking 


Reno, Nevada 


Tiny’s Motor Mart 


815 Dell St. 


Clovis, New Mexico 


Real Service 
Machine Shop 


Roswell, N. Mexico 


Phil Thompson 
Box 6612 


Blairstown, N. J. 
Thompson Speed Equip. 
ReaD 


Eatontown, New Jersey 
Ralph’s Speed Shop 
Liberty St. 


Sy] 


ROAD @ TRACK 


Fully explained is 


Block cut-away illustration 


REpublic 3-7587 
There Is A Dealer In Your Area . . . PATRONIZE HIM. 


Lyndhurst, N. J. 
Bob Osiecki 
533 Ridge Road 


Paterson, New Jersey 
Speed Parts, Inc. 
563 East 32nd St. 


Bronx 61, New York 
Raceway Garage 
2630 St. Raymond 


Buffalo, New York 
Ted Kessler 
317 No. Ogden St. 


Elmont, L. I., N. Y. 
Coupe Machine Works 
4 Plainfield Ave. 


Laurelton, New York 
Hi-Speed Power Equip. 
228-20 Merrick Rd. 


Patchogue, New York 
Dick’s Speed Shop 
390 Bay Ave. 


Winston-Salem 6, N. C. 
Pat Charles 
752 E. Sprague St. 


Cincinnati 5, Ohio 
Smith’s Speed Shop 
5231 Ponce Lane 


Cleveland 5, Ohio 
Midwest Racing Equip. 
6883 Broadway 


Toledo 5, Ohio 
Herrick’s Speed Equip. 
2077 Starr Ave. 


Youngstown, Ohio 
Youngstown Speed Shop 
68 Shadyside Dr. 


@ MARINE 


Portland 20, Oregon 
William Schnell 
3409 N.E. 87th Place 


Allentown, Penn. 
Jenkin’s Racing Equip. 
R&D eal 


Exton, Penna. 
Speed Craft Enterprises 
Box 15 


Milford, Pa. 
Almquist Engrng.& Mfg. 


Reading, Penna. 
Joe Wolf 
739 Gordon St. 


Greenville, S. C. 
Smith’s Auto Parts 
Easley Highway 


Naval Base, S. Carolina 
Robinson's Speedshop 
134 Chestnut Ave. 
Whipper Barony 


Memphis, Tennessce 
Jordan’s Speed Shop 
2095 York 


Lubbock, Texas 
Johnnie Jonnson 
2301 Seventeenth St. 


Salt Lake City, Utah 
Porter Muffler Shop 
3094 S. State St. 


Redmond, Wash. 
Mickey Shelton 
P. O. Box 308 


Seattle, Washington 
Bills’ Speed Shop 
4000 Airport Way 


